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ICENIA, 
GODDESS OF NORFOLK. 


_ MA DAM, 


May our dumplings become unnutricious, Bit 
our turkies unflavoured, and our turnips poiſonous, 
when 1. your child and citizen, ceaſe to celebrate 
theſe your ſtaple productions. 


Dear Parent-Beauty of a land of beauties, may 
pour fields ever flouriſh! May your ſons rival in 
arls and in arms the renown of their honourable 
forefathers ! May your daughters be as felicitous 
as they are fair! the virgins ſucceſsful in ingenuous 


love ! the matrons modeſt and matchleſs, like your- 
ſelf ! | 


Dear provincial Parent, perpetual protectreſs of 
pl grateful progeny, preſs, Oh! preſs me to your 
| maternal 
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maternal boſom !—An Erratic Rambler, aſter va- 
rious aberrations, flies in filial rapttre | to your hal- 


lowed arms! 


Your ſons, Icenia, with varied ſucceſs, bring to 
their native ſoil, and place at your parent-foot, the 


1. of their fortune and their love. 


Your darling Nelſon brings to you the deathleſs 
trophies of the vanquiſhed Nile !—I bring the hum- 
ble offering of this Tributc-Book,— 


Although diſtant far in value and in fame, my 
tributary rifle hall not be unwelcome tv your hand 
and your heart; and your magnanimous Tar will 
not diſdain to ſpare me a portion of our Mother's 
love ;j— ; 


® 


The Hero ſhall live for ever! | 
The Author ſhall not die to-morrow ! 


Tam, dear Parent, 
in all Duty and Devotion, 
your affectionate 
ERRATICUS. 


INTRODUCTION, 
(WHICH WILL 1 . FOR A PREFACE.) 


| Are the renowned battle of 


the Dogger Bank, between Admira! 


Parter and the Durch fleet, the Briiiſb 
Chieftain finiſhed his official lerter by 
recommending to his Sovereign's fa- 
vour the gallant ſeamen he had ' the 
honour to command: the - Dutch | 
Admiral concluded his, by recommend- 

ing to his a agg: their High Mighti- | 
nefles, Himſe * 


Theſe Eratier are, in that ſingle 
reſpect, perfectly Dutch : therefore, 


to their High Mightineſſes be Public, 


the Author begs to introduce and re- 
commend himſelf. . | 
AZ This 


G INTRODUCTION. 


This Book, being frequently pro- 
vincial, caſually topographical, and de- Y 
ſignedly miſcellaneous, may perhaps 
Have the honour to/pleaſe more than the 
taſte of one or two readers. 117 3 


The taſte of the times demands IS 
variety : this Olio of Hodge - Podge 
Erratics wall probably rank, with 3 
ſome reſpect, amongſt thoſe E toiles- 

_ Erratiques of circulating Literature, 

which amuſe at intervals of ſuſpended 
contemplation on the fixed lars of 
Science and Erudition. 


| 5 The 5 Mk proves that the 
1 writer is incapable of giving offence; 
it may catch for a moment the ſmile 
of the liberal; but is too innocent to 
incur a ſeverity of criticiſm. 
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INTRODUCTION. vn 
A s to the Author's converſion of the 
ad ective Erratic into a tuular ſub- 
 flantive, he is not ſolicitous to juſtify it 
by examples, although he might eaſily 
enough diſcover them. The manu- 
factory of words can never be repre- 
henſible, ſince it has been Jobnſonian. 
Beſides, he acts upon navy uſage; and 
as every ſhip takes her bird, ſo r 
author makes his word. 


| Itis not unlikely to be remarked, that 
the writer was reſolved, at all events, 
to make a Book. This charge * _—_ 
no en to . : f 


It may, eie be added, that he 
was actuated by the ſame principle as the 
man who demanded a gun: Grve me 
a gun; only let me have a gun, and II be 
bound to kill ſemebody. Even to this con- 
ſtruction he has n0 objection, as he ſhall 

think 
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think himſelf a bad ſhot indeed if his 
Book hits b 


Should it be objected that the ſub- 
JeRs on burying the Dead and Body- 
fiealing, are irrelevant to topography 
and fea-bathing, it muſt be anſwered, 
That had the Book been conſiſtent, it 
could not have been denominated Errd- 
nic; and that theAuthot wus determined 
to call it, becauſe there are not a few who 
think leſs of a book itſelf than of the 
1 and en of its title. 


Having been many — in a depart 
ment of the Britiſh navy, the writer is juſ- 
tified in callinghimſelf a Sailor, although 
be does not affect to be a Seaman : his lite 
has been more than commonly Errutic, 
as chance has made him a ſpectator 
of a great variety of ſervices in dif- 
ferent parts of the globe. Perot 


Having, 
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Having, at different times, on his 
return from ſea- duty, been both en- 
tertained and inſtructed from the 
London and Weſtminfler Library, he 
determined upon commencing a trip to 
the north-eaſt part of our iſland to 
write his remarks (although really and 
previouſly addreſſed to a friend) for the 
literary latitude of Holborn 


Poſſibly, Meſs. Ogiluy's numerous 
Friends and Subſcribers may confer 
upon the Errdtics an attention and 
celebrity, which their intrinſic ment 
cannot otherwiſe be yain enough to 
4 e 
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Yarmouth, Norfolk, Jane, 1800, 


DEAR OLD MESSMATE, 


TowN.buſe and town-ſmoks 
having wearied and ſuffocated me; I have 
flown from the heat of a Weſtminſter 
June, to taſte the elaſtic breezes of this 


airy. coaſt and well ventilated town. I 
mean to ſwallow my ſummer-doſe of ethe- 
real and reſtorative zephyr partly in this 
vicinity of the North Sea, and partly in 
B ſome 


© 


—_— — — 


- 
_ 
o 
** 4 
. — 


— — e's 2 
. - — 
0 * = * 
— 
— 2 — — — — 
— 7 
w — © — 


2 
ſome other diſtricts of the iſland, and hope 


to reviſit you and your charmingly- amiable 
family with renovated health and ſpirits. 


My promiſe to you over our parting 


bottle ſhall be kept with all the ſincerity 


of old friendſhip, and I ſhall be on the 
conſtant watch for all information that 
can be picked up in our tour worthy of 
communication to you and our old club- 
cronies. Neither you\ nor they will ex- 
pect from a perſon of my purſuits, any 
thing more than common - place occur. 
rences, narrated in plain and ſimple lan- 
guage : the ſame ſocial and reciprocal 
freedom that has 'reigned for many years 


between us, will authorize me to addreſs 


you and our friends with ſpontaneous and 
unſtudied plainneſs, and will prompt you 
und them to receive and interpret my com- 


munications with your uſual and partial 


indulgence. The intercourſe of friend- 
Mip, perſonal or epiſtolary, needs not the 


e flouriſh of addreſs, and diſdains the 


3 
trappings of (ihe poliſhed period, or the 
- ſtiff-ſtarch'd ſyſtematic ſentence. You and 
I have been too long accuſtomed to the 
frank humour of ward room ſociety to 
ſtudy at this time of day the ornamental 
. diſplay of neat and trim expreſſion : our 
converſation, like the cut of our clothes, ; 
is calculated for the comfort of life, warm, 
ſag, and fitting ; marked neither by the 
puppyiſm of decoration, nor the ſingula- 
ary of Caprice. | | 


My ſteady old chaiſe-horſe at paſſing. 
through Whitechapel-Bar, teſtified his joy 
at a liberation from fog and coal-ſmoke, 
from the hartſhorn efluvia of his hot-houſe 
livery-ſtable, and from his diurnal excur- 
fions in the rus in urbe environs of the Ca- 
pital. On ſnuſfing the halcyon breezes of 
Epping Foreſt, as we approached Rum- 
ford, he capered with an elaſticity mar- 
vellouſly juvenile; and, I muſt confeſs, 1 
| pgs moft ſympathetically in the 

| | WS: friſky 


4 


fiiſky mite of that valuable and vete· 


ran adherent. 


"x ſhall n not trouble you much with the 
dry unintereſting ſameneſs of cu journey 
down, although I think it but fair to in- 
form you that our party did not forget 
your health amongſt our London acquaint- 
ances at the different towns where we ſtop- 
ped for travelling-refreſhnients. As you 


know all the company, you will give us 
due credit both for ſuch remembrance and 


; the cordial fincerity of it. 


The firſt poſt-town at which we palſed 


a night, was the airy, cheerful, Chelmsford. 


Never, ſurely, did ſo ſhort a removal from 


Charing-Croſs-buſtle and city-clamour fo 


ſweetly repay a ſearch after freſh breezes 
and rural tranquillity : not that this tho- 
roughfare market-town was ſunk in any 


-torpid apathy, or ſtupid ſolemnity: no, 


far from ſuch lethargic lifeleſſneſs, all was 
vivacity, gaiety, and gratification. At the 
9 top 
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top of the hill, a mile ſhort of the town, 
the melody of the church-bells faluted our - 
raviſhed ears. with ſonorous and ſoftened 
harmony: the ſweet weſtern breeze, which, 
had it been ſtronger, would have wafted 
away this cheerful concerto, by its tem- 
porary and frequent lulls allowed it to 
flow with a mellowed fullneſs on our ſenſes: 
when, for a few ſeconds, it had winged 
away its fleeting, fainting ſoftneſs to the 
eaſtward, the reſpiring peal briſkly ruſh- 
ing back as the zephyr retreated, reſumed 
its wonted poſſeſſion of the ear, and re- 
aſcertained its influence and its charms, 
| Having deſcended the hill, and paſſed a 
diſmal, dirty ſuburb, diſguſtingly diſ- 
graceful to it, we croſſed the Chan over a 
very different bridge tothat which I recolle& 
here, twenty years ago. The preſent bridge 
is no leſs an honour to the county than a 
gaol not many years erected, which is at 
once highly reſpectable as an architectural 
embelliſhment and a provincial accommo- 
dation. In viewing edifices of this deſcrip- 
B- tion, 


tion, neceſſarily leading ſenſibility to pain- 
ful reflections, how much are thoſe re- 
flections mitigated in this our land of true 
humanity, by a conviction that ever alle- 
viation 1s provided for the ſuffetings f the 
unfortunate, and even improvident debt- 
or | nay, for the leſs pitiable lot of the felo- 
nious offender | Every feeling Briton looks 
at ſuch meliorated manſions of confine- 
ment with national and proud ſatisfaction, 
and while he venerates the virtues, glones 
in the name and fame of Howard ! | 


As we entered the market-place we 
found drawn up on its parade a regiment 
of militia; the band was in the act of 
executing a piece of martial muſic. The 
Eſſex laſſes, who yield not to the fair 
charmers of Lancaſhire in the bew:tching 
exhibition of perſonal beauty, dreſſed in 
the preſent faſcination of long and Grecian 
drapery which has fo rationally ſuperſeded 
the deteſtable cgfume of ſqueezed and 
lengthened waiſts, bell-hoops, and ſtiff 

_ ſtays, 


7 


ſtays, formed a bright and inqateſting part 
of the evening ſpectacle; and the reſpect- 
able inhabitants, mingled with the regi- 
mental officers in ſocial converſe, together 
with the calm ſerenity and the glowing 
beauties of the ſeaſon, rendered the tant - 
enſemble an attractiye and delicious gratis 
fication. A good inn, a good dinner, an | 
a good bottle, did not diminiſh our reliſn 

of the ſcene. 


After all, then, it ſeems, that in raſtic 
tranquillity, remote from the toil and tur- 
moil of aerowded metropolis,” far from 
both the ſplendors and the Reaches of the 
town, true and genuine enjoyment'is alone 
to be found: ſo, indeed, ſays the reſident 
in Na cities pent. — But (cries the 
huſbandman in his fields) I long to taſte 
the joys of a London life, the endleſs and 
ever gay varieties of Bond Street buſtle; 
1 pant to exchange theſe rows of oaks and 
elms for ſtreets of brilliant lamps; and the 
conſtant clackings of that neighbouring 
* 4 2 


0 8 
| mill for, the rattlings and clatterings of 
#1 coaches. —Perhaps, my old friend; the 
[ truth lies ſomewhere between the two; 
confinement in town gives a zeſt to coun- 
try excurſions ; a ſeaſonable ruſtication re- 
turns a man with a better reliſh for town - 
avocations; therefore, kind Heaven, I ſay, 


grant me the power to change one for the 
other as often as I pleaſe ! 


Dear Sir, 
Yours truly. 
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LETTER II. 
| Yarmouth, Tone, 1800, 
DEAR six, 


I ſhall not bore you Lo any topogra- 
phical or antiquarian remarks on the ſitua- 
tion and hiſtory of this place: the nu- 
merous touriſts who have viſited every 


avenue and angle of the kingdom, and 
| ſcribbled, 


9 
ſcribbled about the very lanes and hedge- 

rows of provincial geography, will ſuffi - 

ciently inſtruct you on ſuch points; men 
and manners will be more the topic of 
theſe letters - and I ſhall be more ſolicitous 
to tell you ſomething about the Norfolcians 
of the preſent day, than t th fatigue you with, - 
{tale remarks upon the Iceni, the Eaſt 

Anglians, and the Cerdie Sand. I ſhall 


endeavour to prove to you, that if nullus 


in orbe locus Baiis prælucet amænis, the 
modern Varmouth Bath is one of thoſe 
amænitates, rather than expatiate upon the 
ancient Gariononum; and ſhall ſubſtitute 
the preſent Volunteer Cavalry of the diſtrict 
for the garriſon of Stablaſſan Horſe. 


It may not however be amiſs juſt to re- 
mark, that the approach to this town is 
diſtinguiſhed by no ſtriking features of 
beauty or embelliſhment : the natural face 
of the country muſt be conſidered as un- 
intereſting; and. undignified; on the left 
a level of meadow, inſipid and flat; and 
1155 Ea £ were 


effect is ſomew 


were it not relieved by the watery level on 
the right, 2he ea, -by-which the ſonbre 
, the entrance 
would be fatigi uing, ailgufding, and into- 
lerable: the river, however, which is on 


the right, and ſeparated from the ſea by 


another extenſive level of ſand, being at 
preſent well filled with Dutch ſmall craft, 


brought! in by our North Sea cruigers, has 


an air of gaiety, which is much heightened 


by the vivacity of the town itſelf, now 


crowded with briſk and gallant tars, formed 
in the illuſtrious ſchool of the meritorious 
and victorious Duncan. 


The firſt ſentiment that ſuggeſts itſelf to 


a reflecting mind, on a view of this exhi- 


Þition of naval buſtle, is a conſideration 


whether the war, the fleet, the army, he 


 Influx of ſtrangers, the altered ſcenes, and 


i, * 
% * 


vitiated manners of the people, warped 
from the occupations of commercial ſhip- 
Ping, introduced and familiarized to the 
bolder exertions of feets of war,—whether 
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his great change may be eventually inju- 
rious or beneficial to a port and neighbour- 
hood ſubjected to its important influence. 
I ſhall give you, in the courſe of theſe let- 
ters, my idea of its effects here; but, it is 
right to obſerve, that Yarmouth is not _ | 
enlivened at preſent by the flags and 
dants of the North Sea feet, but is, in az 
dition, animated by groups of its annual 
and caſual viſitors, who have judiciouſly 
diſtinguiſhed it as a healthy, cheerful, = 
Nb PINT 85 


1 he mee derived a a fleet 
being ſtationed here, are temporary and par- 
tial: the conſequences of it may be laſt- 
ing; but T much queſtion whether they 

will. be proportionally beneficial. —To inn- 
keepers, ſhopkeepers, lodging-letters, CAr- 
riage-letters, gardeners, market-men in 
particular, and perhaps to all tradeſmen 
in general, it may be the ſource of conve- 
nience and of wealth; but, I am far from 
clear that other inhabitants will be much 
B 5 befriended 
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12 
befriended by it, either in their pockets or 
their morals: it evidently enhances the 
price of proviſions and neceſſaries of life. 
How far the return of peace may reſtore 
the markets to their paſt more moderate 
prices, remains to be proved. The emo- 
luments made by a war in other ports, par- 
ticularly: in Portſmouth, Plymouth, and 
Chatham, are of a different nature : Yar- 
mouth is a port properly commercial hap- 
Py, poſſibly, would it be were it exclu- 


ſively ſo; but, if this port ſhould ſuſtain 
from che neceſſity of war any ultimate diſ- 


advantages of a moral conſideration, it will 
have a very proud and pre-eminent clam ü 
to its portion of glory in the conteſt, as, 6: - 
independently of its having been the im- 
mediate depot for the triumphs of Duncan 
and the ſhips of de Winter, the town and 
the neighbourhood have furniſhed many 
gallant mariners and landmen, who bravely 
won their ſhare of that provincial renown 
which e and her numerous Nelſons 


obtained 
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to aſcertain that, to the. morals. of a coun- 
try at large, military aſſemblages are but 
unfriendly; more particularly to the fe- 
male (and inferiorly female eſpecially) 
part of the community, are they recordedly 
perilous: but of this, more hereafter. 
074 | How 
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obtained in our * _ ly na- 
val and national Eo: ict 


th, 
10 IT 
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King's ports, to which I have above al- 
luded, are natural and permanent: the 
dock- yards afford an employment and ſup- 
port to whicti the people have been long 
habituated: war, however protracted, is 
to them a glorious harveſt, and a golden 
one; and even in the piping- times of peace, 
they do not reap ſeantily, as the yards, 
guard - ſhips, and ſhips in ordinary, afford 
an infallible, although a more moderate 
ſubſiſtence. There they are natives (of 
the W and to the m born. 
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How far this land of beauty is ſuſceptible 
of contamination, it is not for me to des 
cide: Norfolk is the favoured domain of 


Venus: there the goddeſs reigns in 
triumph and imperial ſplendor: the ex- 
rerior attractions ſo allowedly faſcinating 
and irreſiſtible,” are reported to be unſul- 
lied fronr all cruel reſerves of rigid and re- 
pulſive reſiſtance; and the bright eyes 
that gliſten with ſuch unrivalled brilliancy, 
are ſaid to be accompanied by hearts ſym- 
pathetically animated N a 8 
nm. 


On viſiting · ehivie town, 3 firſt thing 
that meets and charms a-ſtranger's eye, is 
its matchleſs and univerſal cleanlineſs : the 
firſt ching that aſſaults and - offends his ear 
is its provincial and diſguſting jargon': 
theſe two properties are a part of a Nor- 
folk. man's patrimony; they are as much 
his own as his features and his limbs; and 
he can no more diſpoſſeſs himſelf of the 
one than he can exiſt without the other. 

No 


15 

b, No people look ſo cleanly; no people 
ſpeak ſo baſely | Theſe are their character 
iſtics, not only while attached to their ſpot 
of nativity, but they are as irremoveable as 
the marks of nature impreſſed on the hu- 
man countenance, as indelible as the ſhades 


of complexion that diverſify 'the various 
morals of we yo | 


1 a Norfoltio quits his is (0p ber) akin; 
and gratifies his curioſity and paſſion fot 
travelling (which defire is extremely pre- 
dominant amongſt them) the above-men-+ 
tioned particulars adhere to him as inſe- 
parably as the natural propenſities of his 
conſtitution: he could as ſoon relinquiſn 
his taſte for his ſtaple turnip, dumpling, or 
turkey, as he could exchange his provin- 
cial patois for the national language of 
England. If he has paſſed his puerile and 
juvenile years up to manhood in his na- 
tive county (unleſs it bas been his good 
fortune to belong to parents and a circle 
above the general claſs) no care, no appli- 

cation, 


„ 


cation, no attention, no obſervation, no 
imitation, can diveſt him of his inharmo- 
nious and 1 W 5 
eden IG the virtue, — car- 
dinal virtue of cleanlineſs, is no leſs a ſyſ- 
tematic part of his conſtruction. Vour 
and my long and intimate acquaintance 
and connection with our army and navy, 
enables us to judge from experience on 
this point; that experience juſtifies my aſ- 
ſerting, that in both ſervices I have ſeen no 
greater examples of a habit fo ſalutary in 
regiments, and ſo, indiſpenſable in ſhips ; 
more cleanly, more active ſoldiers and ſail- 
ors, and conſequently more healthy ones, 
1 have never ſeen; and that very uſeful 
corps, whoſe gallant ſervices we have wit- 
neſſed on repexed-- occaſions, the brave, 
alert, amphibious" marines, has been moſt 
liberally recruited with excellent men from 


e ric kingdom. Is 5 


| Whatever fouls a Naxoll Scaler, my 
401185 | be 


* 


17 
be ſtigmatized for, and for which he may 
merit and meet repeated puniſhments, he 


will be ſure to incur neither reproof nor 


chaſtiſement on the ſcore of neglect in the 
article of cleanlineſs: if drunken and quar- 
relſome, brawling and boxing, he plunges 


into various broils, and is rolled over and 


over in kennels, he will no ſooner repoſſeſs 
the uſe of his reaſon and regain his ſobriety, 
than he will refreſh'the diſaſters of his per- 
ſon, and repair the neatneſs of his dreſs; 
and although the effects of his miſconduct 
may be ignominiouſly pourtrayed on his 
viftage by the obvious and odious black 
eye, and the mutilated features of his diſ- 
figured viſage, yet, never will he be de- 


tected by the dirt or diſorder of foul and 


filthy apparel; 


If this 1 and habitual atten- 
tion to perſonal purity is notorious and 
invariable amongſt the men, no leſs is it 
the general characteriſtic of the females; 
they are pre- eminent in the practice of it, 

| even 


18 


even in [their on county, which is the 
nurſe and mother of this valuable and at- 
tractive quality: it pervades every houſe, 
and every member of every houſe : it pre- 
vails from the withdrawing · room of af- 
fluence to the ſanded hovel of penury: 
from the ſplendid carpet of nobility to the 
brick-floored cottage of the peaſantry. 
Indeed, I ought rather to ſay, that the floors 
of the houſes here might ſerve as patterns 
of ſnow-white purity for the table-cloths 
attached to the moſt delicate and luxurious 
repaſts; and even a nice appetite might 
not diſdain to feed upon thoſe boards on 
which the foot almoſt fears to tread. The 
reſult of the predominant paſſion for imma- 
culate purification and ſuperlative poliſh, 
although the juſt theme of merited com- 
mendation, is not altogether to be exempted 
|; from cenſure and objection, on ſome oc- 
| caſions; like many of its kindred virtues, 
purſued to an over-refined perfection, it is 
too apt to foar to an over-righteous' excels, 
and then it runs mad. When it thus runs 
. away 
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away with' its poſſeſſor (a petticoat poſſeflor 


eſpecially) 1 it becomes, literally ſpeaking, a 

rage. To violate the ſpotleſs manſion by 
a half-ſcraped” boot; to defile a chair 
(which to ſay the truth might often be miſ- 
taken for the poliſh of a mirror) with the 
wet flap of a horſeman's coat; to diſcomfit 
the floor by the ferrule of a dirty cane; to 
offend in the minuteſt punctiliò of e xact- 
neſs againſt this rage, is to incur the diſ- 
pleaſure, the cenſure, and, not impro- 
bably, the blunt reproof of the lioſteſs. 
The fair forms of the country, which to be 
admired are only to be beheld; and the 


number of whoſe charmers is to be exactly 


computed by the amount of its women, 
theſe fair forms become ſuddenly diſtorted 


by fury, and dragonized in feature; the 


lilies of beauty become livid, and the roſes 
purplized, from reſentment at theſe trifling 
peccadilloes : the rage o'erpowers all the 
ſex's ſoftneſs, and ſubdues the ſuavity of 
ſoul — „gives to beauty's Ae an _ 


charm.” 
Here, 
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Heere, however, I am to be underſtood 
as alluding principally to the middling and 


lower claſſes of ſociety: in ſuperior ſtations 


the ſeverity of reprobation can be. but 
rarely excited, as the treſpaſſers againſt ex- 


pected decorum cannot but be unfrequent. 
In all ranks, however, the rage more or 


leſs exiſts; and where the attachment to 
it, all prevalent as it is, is regulated by the 


reſinement of liberal education, and ſof- 


tened down by an intercou rſe with civilized 


ſociety, it gives a zeſt to all the domeſtic 


comforts of life, and the gratifying conſe- 


quence is, that every habitation is a terreſ- 
trial paradiſe ; the apartments, the furni- 


ture, the table-ſervice, the plate, the veſſels 


and the viands, the diſtribution of uten- 


ſils, the Frangement of equipage, the de- 
meanor of domeſtics, the whole interior of 
habitation, the external order of the offices, 
the invariable poliſh of ſyſtematic neatneſs 


pervading every part, pleaſes while it ſur- _ 


prizes, and makes itſelf general 51 its uni- 
verſal attraction. 


2Y am, Kc. 
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LETTER III. ach 200 
. ace | Tatmouth, June, 1600. 
=, bre n. ai e 9 142303 
2 The other characteriſtic to which my 
8 laſt letter adverted, namely: the: dialed, __ 
* not be admitted without ſome reſerve, nor 
9 regarded as an indiſcriminate trait. apy 
8 removal from its baneful influence, and 
it ſeparation, long-continued,” cin b fa- p 
d mily and county, together with a conſtant 
reſidence in a circle unconraminated by. 
3s any brogue or patois, may preſerve a young 
4 man from ſuch provincial capes; | 
7 which, however, once fully contracted, can 
* no more be ſhaken off than perſons de- * 
? formed can retify the curves and twiſts of \ 
? their figure, or the vifage martyred by 'the 
f ravages of the ſmall-pox can ſmooth-irfelf 
down to the velvet level of -infantine ſoſt- 
8 nals do 2 3S- QLES IT; nn 


- 7 
+» 
nefs.* «© 
1 5 2 74 : 


1 am not here alluding to words, but to 
accent : Improper words, few beſides the 
uneducated 


- 


£ 


uneducated can obtrude upon any ſubject; 
but the beſt words in the moſt educated” 
mouth, may be tortured into harſh and diſ- 
cordant, into coarſe, inelegant, and pro- 
vincial vulgariſms. In che oorrg/pondence | 
of a ſcholar, indeed, it would be difficult 
and rare to trace provincialiſms; but, if 
that ſcholar has never moved from his own 
county, and been more converſant, with 
his books and | unrefined neighbours than 
with the world and the refined aſſemblies 
of it, you may trace, with much regret, 
- notwithſtanding his literary attainments, 
the ſtrong impreſſion of vulgar and ll 
vincial language in his converJation, — 
Perhaps it may be aſked, Is this i imputation 
more. merited in Norfolk than in other 
counties ? Yes: : I beg to anſwer Yes, 
Forkſauce: excepted, Yes. 


* have); it is to be obſerved, that abi 
ſame Norfolk brogue offends principally 
from its monotony rather than from any 
twang or violent emphaſis, or accent : it 


has 


23 
has not the deep northern burr of Durham 

the buzz of Zomerzetfhire and the welt, 
nor the floyenly flip-ſlop of Suſſex ; it has 
nothing of the W. v, or the vi, ol the 
Cockney : it has leſs nerve than even the 
madrigal /ing-/ong of its neighbouring Sut- 
folk: che drone of the Lancaſhire bagpipe 
is quick elaſtic alerto to it; it is all fame» 
neſs, tameneſs; inſipidity, frigidity Wa; 
ter- gruel without ſalt, - chalk-talk : capi 
mor tum. Der 17028015) 


2 2 
. . \ 


| "1321 28301 (nA. 
| - Such is the monotonous, paſkonleſs, 
expreſsleſs taſteleſſneſs of the language of 
the Norfolk vulgar! Who is the man that 
ſubmits to be drawn into the humiliating 
vortex of that very extenſive appellation ? 
But you and I, old meſſmate, who are ac- 
cuſtomed to pronounce that vulgar which 
we really»think- ſo, whether at St. James's 
or St. Giles's, and are apt to call a/fpade a 
hade, we have often had to lament when 
we have ſeen real talents, even thoſe an- 
nexed to profeſſional excellence and ex- 
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tenſive acquirements, | aided by popular 


favour, and rewarded by unbounded ſuc- 


ceſs, we have ſeen all theſe degraded in 


public exhibition by a 4; OY 
NI re ca » + 


To hear his Mater) r 4 very „ bots un 


| officer; flouriſhing away in pure Cheſhire, 


with his army and manny, is as mortifying to 


every admirer of chat character's legal and 
ſenatorial accompliſhments, as it is gratify- 


ing to hear a claſſical and learned law- 
lord, preſiding over a high court, pouring 
the irreſiſtible torrent of his eloquence in 
ſtrains all hut diveſted of e 1 na- 
dom pronunciation. 2 

Not a cent in Britain but might ſafely 
place his cauſe in the remaining hand of a 
learned barriſter, a King's counſel, the loſs 
of whoſe arm is fully compenſated to him 
by the valuable properties of his head and 
the amiable qualities of his heart ; but, to 
ſee one s cauſe ſucceſsful under his able 

conduct, 


- M5. 

conduct, and at the ſame time to hear the 
logical argument untuned and tormented 
by the monotonous and monſtrous notes of 
his nerveleſs neutral Norfolk, is a deroga- 
don from legal celebrity; it is the dough 
of a dumpling dimning the dazzle of a dia- 
mond. But, who are we to blame for 
ſuch draw backs on profeſſional pretenſion? 
Parents! Haw are children to be pre- 
ſerved from the influence of ſuch infection? 
Send them away - ſend them away as ſoon 

as they can ſpeak, at leaſt as ſoon as they 
can ſpeak plainly. Send them away to the 
national ſchools gf Eton and Weſtminſter 
at a proper age: avoid provincial education 
; N you would ſhun malignant and putrid 
W contagion : if they cannot be ſpared, either 
con the groundot purſe oraffection, they muſt 
W remain at home and talk N orfolk, ork- 
ſhire, &c.; and although they will inevitably 
ſpeak inelegantly, they may, without doubt, 
ſpeak honeſtly, and much to the purpoſe. + 


That early remoyal will prevent it, and 
KA +> | | that 
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that a return after a certain time may not 


— ww - S 
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perfect language of a very finiſhed cha- 


I may undertake to prove to you that ſome 


induce this diſparagement to the accom- 
pliſhments of a Gentleman, is inconteſt-, | 
ably proved by the correct, chaſte, and 


racer from this county, whoſe ſtyle, ut- 
terance: delivery, and elocution, are en- 
tirely free from the allay of provincial ac- 
cent, and exhibit an elegant ſtandard for 
the gentry not only of his own diſtrict, but 
the kingdom at large: ſuch is the claſſi- 
cal purity of language that graces the 
every-day converſation, as well as the par- 
liamentary orations of the preſent Secre- 
tary at War: a purity that exalts the ex- 
cellence of his native language, and gives 
an added force even to the energies of ar- 
gument and truth. I am aware that you 
will inſtantly call to mind five or fix ex- 
preſſions of this animated ſenator that have 
been pretty well mauled by the diurnal 
critics; but, in ſome future letter, perhaps, 


of them were the beſt and moſt appoſite 
expreſſions 


27 . 


t expreſſions that could be uſed; and that, 
* as to ſome of the others, he never uſed them 
x at all. | 

1 2 | 

* Another very diſtinguiſhed character 
* from this county, lately high in the law, 
* = or to ſpeak with Anglo-Gallic fathionable- 
* = neſs, an ex or ci- devant chancellor, is alſo 
T HF unblemiſhed in his language, at leaſt as 
w | a far as reſpects county accent; and as to 
” MH thoſe embelliſhments of aſſeveration with 
e which Fame reports his converſation to be 
po replete, they are only to be eſteemed as 
- "I firect and road expletives, which rarely 
— , accompany him off the #roztoir, or beyond 
; his hedge- rows. 

* | = - I am, = | 

u ; Dear Sig, 
— 5 Tours, &c. 
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LETTER IV. 
571 8 
Yarmouth, 1800. 
DEAR SIR, 


I could fave you the trouble of read- 


ing a great deal of my own traſh, by ſend- 
ing you a little pocket-volume, denomina- 


ted the Norfolk Tour, publiſhed at Nor- 


wich by an ingenious, induſtrious, and pa- 
triotic bookſeller, who has done himſelf 


and his native province yery great credit 
by ſo commodious and compendious a 


publication. I ſhall, neceſſarily, trench a 
little on this work; therefore, it is but fair 
to the author, Mr Beatniffe, to ſay thus 


much before I am guilty of any plagiariſms 
from his book. However, believe me, I 
entertain too much reſpect for the labo- 


rious race of topographers tf pilter a ſingle 
leaf from the wreath of their fame; and I 


ſhall « no farther avail myſelf of this honeſt 


HIER - 


29 
bibliopoliſt's compilation than may be ne- 
ceflary to aid me in fome little excurſions 
into the county from theſe my preſent. 
head- quarters. He has ſkimmed the cream 
of his topographical predeceſſors, and has 
arranged a pretty epitome from Martm, 
Browne, Mackrel, Swinden, Blomefield, 
Spelman, and Camden, names ſufficiently 
celebrated in antiquarian reſearch, to give 
due value and weight to his uſeful volume, 
had his portable and approved publication 
poſſeſſed even leſs intrinfic excellence than 
is juſtly attributed to it by his countrymen 
and fellow citizens. | 


4 


It is, to be ſure, very little worth your 
while or mine, at our time of day, to 
enter deeply into critical enquiries about 
etymologies and vague traditions: it is very 
immaterial whether the preſent beautiful 
little town of Yarmouth was anciently 
diſtinguiſhed by the Saxon name of Jier- 
mud, and whether that appellation ſignifies 

the mouth of the river Fare: nor is it of 
me” any 


, 
4 
{ 
| 
e 
5 
f 


neighbouring noble veſtige of a caſtle was 


and looſe digreſſive correſpondence, to re- 


8 


any preſent conſequence to aſcertain that a 


the Roman garriſon for the Stableſian horſe : it 
is more convenient for our purpoſe, and 
all-ſufficient for our chit- chat converſation 


mark, that the preſent Yarmouth 1s a proud 
link of. that grand chain of national de- 
fence which has eſtabliſſfed, to the honour 
of our country, the admiration of Euro 
and the diſmay of our enemies, one 
rious and incontrovertible truth: a trut 
conſolotary to every true Briton of the pre- 
ſent day, and which will be as illuſtrious 
and unqueſtionable with all poſterity. 
That great truth is, that Britain is à coun- 
try of honour. By her faith to herſelf, 
ſhe has preſerved herſelf; and, if the fa · 
mous Garianonum was the terror and the 
ſcourge of ancient northern piracy, no leſs 
has the Yarmouth of. the eighteenth cen- 
tury had the recent renown of reſtraining 
and chaſtizing modern Batuwian democra- 
. If the Normans, the Huns, the 

a: Vandals, 
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Vandals, and the Goths, by their incur- 
ſions on the territories of Rome, THING to 
be called home from this our Ef Anglian 
province the legions here ſtationed, to ſuc- 
cour and ſave the mother-country, no leſs 
have the Dutch Vandals been cruſhed in 
their audacious coalition with our Gallic 
foes by the triumphant flag of Camperdown 
Duncan : a coalition that would have aſ- 
ſailed us in the moſt precious depdts of 
our national ſecurity. I will dine at the 
London Tavern (exclaimed Pichegru) that 
' I may be at hand to unloct the Bank '— 
Me will be with you, General (ſaid the 
heroes of the Texel); we have long had 
= an eye upon the houſe in Threadneedle- 
Ty , Fight (ſaid old Duncan) 
Fight, gentlemen, and then follow in my 
wake to Yarmouth /””— They fought—and 
they followed in his wake. 


Twould not run an odious or a boaſting 
parallel, but F<annot reſiſt the inclination 
to purſus Gr a moment a compariſon that 

C4 flaſhes 


flaſhes on my mind, and invites my pen 

as J am ſcribbling away to you, my old 
meſſmate, in the free and, unreſtrained 
opennels of habitual and confirmed frank- 
neſs : I yield to the temptation, and I muſt 
purſue the ſimilitude. Aſter a reſidence 

of nearly four centuries in this iſland, the 
Romans paſſed from hence, at the ſum- 
mons of their government, to oppoſe the 
vigorous attacks of northern ravagers. 


With the native Italians, naturally bound 
to the protection of Rome, their mother 
and their miſtreſs, juſtly claiming their 
filial and prompt protection, with theſe 
the - progeny of the original invaders and 
conquerors of our country; with theſe, 
the colonies; of uſurpation and tyranny ; 

with theſe formidable Italians, theſe _ 
cious forgers of our chains, numerous le- 
vies of Britiſh youths quitted their native 
ſhores to fight the battles of men who 
had invaded thoſe ſhores to ſubject them 

8 to the Cæſars (Seizers I would have ſaid, 


but 
LI 


\ 


+: WM 
but that I know you hate a pun) of 
Rome. 


Thus England was deſerted by her na- 
tural defenders : the country-was expoſed 
to the freebooters of any nation that had 
the ſtrength and the raſcality to moleſt 
her unguarded ſhores :| the Cerdiss and 
the Cendrics of Saxony, led the way. At 
this our Jiermud, or Yarmouth, they made 
a firſt and fatal impreſſion; the Iceni, then 
as now, and ever brave, but then ſurpriſed, 
fought valiantly, and were ſubdued com- 
pletely. I wiſh this letter was of conſe- 
quence enough to be read at the Royal 
Exchange—not, indeed, that it might re- 
ceive the honour of ignition from the 
hands of the hangman, but that it might, 
however feebly, addreſs this ancient anec- 
dote of Britiſh infatuation to ſome Anglo 
Gallicans of the preſent day. The writer 
of theſe plain remarks would fay to them, 
* Oh read this account of youranceſtors, and 
40 impreſs on your hearts and ſouls its con- 
5 C5 « ſequences, 


| WO 
& ſequences, ye miſled Britons of the pre⸗ 
= « ſent day ! What are the points you would 
« wiſh to puſh and carry by foreign tre- 
« ties, foreign principles, and foreign 
e bayonets? Would you admit the Cer- 
1 4 Jics and Cendrics of Hocke's army to re- 
&« gulate the finances and police, and to 
1 % moralize your wives and daughters? Is 
4 the pretty queſtion of a kirk or a church 
8 © to ſway your minds between the ex- 
l | 4 tremes of ſalvation or deſtruction? Is a 
a paltry conſideration about a trumpery 
| « teſt · act to introduce the buccaneer but- 
cchery of a F rench army? Will you Wy 
| 1 ter Port/mouth for a coalition with Bref? 
« Do you want a Paris Directory, or a 
« Paris Conſulate to eſtabliſh at your huſ- 
« tings a general ſuffrage? Who has con- 
e vinced you that Buonaparte, or Berthier, 
« or Beelzebub, are invaders leſs to be dread- 
« ed than Citizen Cerdic, or Patriot Cen- 
« dric ? Is there any thing more captivat- 
« ing in the muſical and magical ſounds 
« of C onſer ption, Requiſition, Domiciliary 
« Viſit, 
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ee Viſit, a la Ianterne, ga ird, and vive Ja 

- * guillotine, than in Saxon ed res- and 
. « Servile DR * a 
15 Oh! 1 * e you vi to be fr 
tec ternized ! Vou wiſh to take your ſtand 
* in the ranks of your new (new indeed to 
4 Britons !) friends; probably you look 
upon this ſort of fraternity as much the 
-<© ſame innocent, recreation as free-maſon- 
20 ry, and expect to build your airy caſtles 
cc of liberty, hand in hand, with theſe affec- 
«-tionate and honourable coadjutors ! you 
can ſee none but friends and deliverers in 
* theſe motley bands, which the majority 
F. of your old-faſhioned countrymen have 
« ſworn, on the altar of patriotiſm, to anni- 
« hilate. Arm in arm, precious reformers, 
you would walk to the Bank and to the 
Tower with your Gallic gueſts. Now, 
« friend Humbert, help yourſelf ; here is 
gold, there artillery: there is. more 
„here this comes from; pray, do not 
conſider yourſelves as rangers: we hope 
C 6 3 4 y6u 
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_ 
« you will have the goodneſs to make 
& yourſelves perfectly at home. Dear Bro- 
«'ther Tate, now you are at laſt landed 
« in Wales, pray do not let your native 
« modeſty. prevent you from accommodat- 
« ing yourſelf and this patriot band that 
has followed you for our reſcue, and to 
<< teach us the faſhion of the red cap of li- 

« berty. We muſt inſiſt upon it, citizens, 
es thatinthis inſtance you will drop the eſta- 

« bliſhed rules of French politeneſs, and 
«help yourſelves firſt. The Swits, the Ro- 
% mans, the Milaneſe, the Neapolitans, the 
c Sardinien the Piedmonteſe, the Tuſ- 
scans, are uninſpired by the amiable prin- 
4 ciples of equality and fraternity ; there, 
.«« where you expected the key of the Bank, 
you received a kick on the breech : and, 
% as to our brothers-in-law, Paddy and 
« Taffy, when you were poſitive of being 
& ſatiated with Iriſh beef and Welch mut- 
& ton, the brutes knocked your patriotic 
. &, brains out with potatoe-hoes, and ram- 
med into your republican paſteriors their 
pickaxes and pitchforks,” 
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Jo treat ſuch perſons and ſuch princt- 
ples with any thing more ſolid than ridi- 
cule, would be to rack flies upon the 
"wheel, and cannonade e u with 
heavy artillery. 


+ 


Yours truly, Kc. i 
8 * 


LETTER V. 


.I Yarmouth, Sunday, 1800. 
' DEAR SIR, ed 
ONE of the firſt viſits of cutioſity 
(even [ſhould no fuperior motive carry 
him thither) that a ſtranger pays, is to the 
church. There he has an opportunity of 
beholding the faces as well as the beha- 
viour of the inhabitants: there the indi- 
| vidual families of the place become grouped 
into general aſſemblage, and the private 
members of the community take their ſta- 
: tion in the maſs: the tout-enſemble be- 
comes highly intereſting to the reflecting 
cab ſpectator 
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ſpectator who has previouſly contemplated 
them in their diſtinct habitations. TL 


— >< 
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— 
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When I ſpeak of the church, I equally 
allude to any and every place of public | 
worſhip where man proſtrates himſelf in 
voluntary and rational veneration before 
his Maker: but, as the national and eſta- 
bliſhed church has, in this my Sunday ex- 
curſion, come more immediately under my 
view, I cannot refrain from expreſſing my 
extreme ſatisfaction at beholding the Sab- 

bath of the land obſerved with a ſolemnity 
truly attractive, and a decorum as univer- 
ſal as it is honourable. 
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The ſtreets of the town being com plete- 
ly empty, and the doors of the houſes ap- 
parently cloſed, I was not ſurpriſed to find 
the different temples of religion nn 
crowded. 


Opulence, commercial opulence, is the 
leading feature in each congregation. If 
there 
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there is any poverty here, it is not the - 
ſqualid poverty of rags and ſtarvation: 
higher and humbler ſtations are here, as 
elſewhere unqueſtionably, viſible in the 
difference of garb, the accommodation of 
equipage, and the attendance of domeſtics: 
but, foul perverſion, and the ſturdieſt Agra - 
rian advocate could not ground his cla- 
mour for bayonet-equalization upon the 
old cant, and now almoſt exploded auda- 
city of pretence that the people are divided 
into two, and only two deſcriptions ie 
very rich and the very poor. In no com- 
munity are the middling, comfortable, mo- 
deft and moderate, ſober and fatisfied, in- 
duſtrious and intelligent claſſes more nu- 
merous, or more conſpicuous, in propor- 
tion to the population of the place. Like 
the other ſea- ports of the kingdom, this 
abounds with children; and if the induſtry, 
the proper pride, the family- credit of the 
adults are to be computed from the plump 
and ruddy cheeks, andthe neat and ſubſtan- 
tial apparel of their progeny, in nopart of the 
Britiſh 
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Britiſh dominions, it is to be preſumed, 's 
paternal and maternal ſolicitude for re- 
ſpectable appearance more e generally prevs- 
lent. 
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Divine ſervice is performed here with 
peculiar demonſtrations of pious decorum 
as well ih the tolerated chapels of the preſ- 
byterians, and other diſſenters, as in the 
two churches of the eſtabliſhment ; and, 

rhaps, no part of England ſurpaſſes the 
— beauty, decency, and 
cheerfully correct demeanour of the Far- 
mouthiams of all ages and both ſexes. 


In my next letter I ſhall give you the 
ſubſtance of a few remarks. I haſtily put 
together previous to my leaving town, 
which have a very near affinity to this ſub- 
ject; and although it is a digreſſion from 
the immediate objects of our preſent ex- 
curſion, yet, as it applies with equal pro- 
priety to all parts of the kingdom as well 
as to the Capital (tor which, however, it was 
| adden 


41 
excluſively written) and as 1 don't wiſh to 


throw away the ſtuff, I ſhall make it the 
ſubject of a letter to you without r 


4 


logy. 1 881 6 
| — 


- LETTER VI 


_ Yarmouth, 1800, - 
DEAR SIR, 
THE remarks to which I alluded it 
my laſt; aroſe from a view of the Bill 
brought into Parliament for the intended 


nn of _ * > AIR 
— 
That bill was introdhges and ſupported 


by the eloquence and abilities of as ami- 
able a young nobleman as the peerage 
boaſts : the man that does not give Lord B. 
credit and thanks for private virtues and 
public ſervices, neither knows the one, nor 
deſerves the other. As a nobleman, 
a gentle- 
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rited tribute of ardent approbation. 


An 
a gentleman, a ſcholar, a citizen, and a ſe- 
nator, no man of honour will heſitate to 
pay the free and full reſpect due to his 


birth, conduct, abilities, patriotiſm, and 


parliamentary -exertion;—To Lord B. 
in the Houſe of Commons,—at the head of 
the St. Margaret-volunters,—1n the do- 
meſtic exhibition of all filial, matrimonial, 

amicable, and amiable duties, every inde- 
pendent and honeſt pen muſt offer the me- 


But although, primd facie, it may ſeem 


paradoxical, I congratulate his Lordſhip on 


the failure of his Sunday newſpaper bill: 
and I congratulate him in the ſober name 
of Reaſon, and the hallowed name of Reli- 


gion: the pure principles of morality are, 


I conſcientiouſly think, ſerved and pre- 
ſerved by the rejection of that bill. 


As we have formerly had a pretty cloſe 
argument upon the pro and con of this 
topic, which is one link of that chain of 

reform 
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reform now juſtly imagined neceſſary in the 
preſent relaxed ſtate of public manners; 1 
ſhall treſpaſs a little on your patience, to 
ſuggeſt a few obſervations that may tend to 
reconcile the advocates for the bill (and 
yourſelf amongſt the reſt) to its defeat. 


Theſe remarks will be written as they 
occur; without much method and arrange- 
ment ; . ſome few of them will poſſibly ap- 
pear rather foreign to the ſubject, as, per- 
haps, the ſubject itſelf does to my preſent 
country excurſion ; but you will recolle&, 
that although I have left behind me for a 
time the ſmoke of London, I may be al- 
lowed to bring down with me into the 
ſweet fields of Norfolk, my uſual zeal for 
the proſperity and reformation: (Where no- 
nen of the capital. 

Theſe abies now Writs. 
ten unfyſtematically, are not the crude 
produce of a momentary: and unripened 
opinion, but the matured fruit of long 

though 
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thought and conſideration on ſubjects more 
or leſs analogous to that which has lately 
poſſeſſed his Lordſhip's attention; and, as 
I had ſome little time ago an idea of offer- 
ing my thoughts to his Lordſhip on the 
ſubject, I will, with your leave, drop for a 
moment my addreſs to you, my good old 


friend, and ſuppoſe myſelf writing to his 
Gent. 


Yours truly, &c. 


- 


—— 


LETTER TO LORD BEAM, 
on the Failure of 
HIS SUNDAY NEWSPAPER BILLs 


my LORD, 


To ſolicit your pardon for this intruſion, 
would be ſuperfluous : the decent and due 
reſpect with which it cannot but come be- 
fore you, ſuperſedes all cauſe for apology, 
and enſures its reception and excuſe. 


The 


5 
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The writer of this letter, La, is a 
friend to virtue, an advocate for mora- 
lity, a ſupporter of Sabbath Decency and 


Church Solemnity, a monarchy-man, a 
ſtaunch and loyal ſubject of George the 


Third, a deteſter of faſhionable (that is, 


impracticable) equality, a lover of Britiſſr 
Liberty as wiſely contradiſtinguiſhed from 


_ lawleſs licentiouſneſs, and one who, in an 


honourable neceffity, would exhauſt his 
property to protect, and pour his blood to 
ſecure the fate the ' church, and the he- 
reditary ranks, the honourable diſtinc- 
tions, and the profeſſional eſtabliſhments of 
his country : ſuch a perſon, my Lord, pro- 
feſſes to rejoice at your late failure, as cor- 
dially as he wiſhes for your long enjoyment 


and very late relinquiſhment of life, 


health, wealth, felicity, and honour. 


In giving my ſentiments upon this ſub- 
ject (which is of more intrinſic i importance 


chan at firſt meets the eye) | ſhall go over 


as little of that ground which has already 
"Mu buck 
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been paſſed in the Houſe of Commons as 
poſſible ; but ſometimes it will be una- 
voidable : only one thing may be relied 
on, that no ſide- wind ſatirical compliment 
of inſidious ridicule, like the © Ad Grecas 
Calendas,” will on any account find an ad- 
miſſion here. . It was reſerved for this age 
of wonderful diſcoveries that a knowledge 
(like your Lordſhip's) of the Greek language 
ought to ſubject its poſſeſſor to the ſtric- 
tures of ironical criticiſm, or, that lucid and 
pertinent quotations from the accompliſhed 
writers in that harmonious tongue, more 
deſerve the ſcoff and jeer of ſarcaſtic wit 
than they are entitled to the aſſent and ap- 
probation of the learned. — But, many of 
the honourable ſpeakers on your Lordſhi p's 
ſide of the queſtion ſeem to have alleged 
that to be a cauſe, which, in fact, was an. 
effect; and, vice verſd. 


It was more than once advanced, that 
the neglect of the Sabbath in France, 
amongſt other relaxations from the religion 

| of 
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of the land, was the cauſe of the French 
Revolution. No, my Lord, the reverſe is 
the truth: I ſpeak what I know; I relate 
what I ſaw: the French Revolution cauſed 
the neglect of the Sabbath. Look for the 
true cauſe of that revolution, not to Sab- 
bath-breaking, but to the American war : 
Look firſt (for there, alas! you will af- 
ſuredly find it) in that treaty which the 
- deluded Louis xv1. ſigned, and with it, 
ſigned lus own deſtruction. 


Aſk Monfieur Bertrand de Motville, whes 
ther his amiable and murdered monarch 


did not, in nearly the final declaration of 


his ſentiments, deplore that deluſion, and 
urge the plea of his youth and inexpe- 
rience to extenuate his infatuation? that 
fatal error brought into France the falſe 
and. foul fiend that (having let looſe the 
horrors of war in the new world) winged 
his way acroſs the Atlantic, and, brought. 
death, peſtilence, diſcord, deſperation, and 
deſtruction to Europe, blazoned under 

| the 
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the ruinous and perverted names of Li- 
berty, Patriotiſm, and Philoſophy. This 

was the bloody monſter that chaced both 
religion and monarchy from France: this 
whetted the guillotine's edge; and this, 

and this alone, violated, and ultimately an- | 
nilnitated the Saban. . 3 


The incredulous or uncandid perſon 
that will doubt or deny the purity and 
piety of your Lordſhip's intentions in this 


' your projected reform, or that of a Sir 


R. HA, or a Mr: \ſ*00cv0nds, 

would queſtion the warmth of the ſun's ge- 
nial power, or controvert the common pro- 
perties or benefits of nature; but, I muſt 
own, I feel very different impreſſions ariſing 
from ſimilar principles of zeal for religious 
obſervances. Long may the national and 


approved cuſtoms of our church remain in- 


violate, reverenced, and decorouſly prac- 
tiſed; but, in ſmiles, and not in frowns, 
nay ſhe live, reign, and triumph — 


%. 


A happier 


g * 


A happier rate of mortals never glided 
through life with ſuch innocent and envi- 
able vivacity, than the French under their 


monarchy ; and; however ill it may ſuit 


an Engliſh ear, it has always appeared to 


me, and to many much more competent 
judges than I preſume to be, that heir ob- 


ſervation of the Sabbath was laudable, ap- 
propriate, and worthy.of imitation. The 
dance and the ſong are animated accompa- 
nyments to the virtuous proſecution of na- 
tional and ſacred worſhip. Their day of 
reſt was properly the day of joy: reveren- 


tial proſtrations marked their conduct with- 


im the walls of their temples, and the me- 
lody of muſic and of mirth ſoftened their 


hearts, and tuned and harmonized their 


ſpirits towards each other, when all had de- 


voutly united in the 9 veneratiou of 
m God! 


EY is not here deſigned to bring forward 


the example of Gallic levity as a ſtandard 


for ſerious Engliſhmen to rally round; and 
_ ay 


| 
| 
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never has Religion appeared with greater 


devout of all ranks, and the appeal may be 
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far, very far is it from the motive of this 


letter to urge any abridgement of the 


Sabbath ceremonies of this country In pro- 
found ſolemnity be chey ever, and for ever 


conducted! 


Here, perhaps, it may appear an addi- 
tionally-hardy aſſertion to advance, that 


numbers in her liſts than at the preſent day. 
The churches of the kingdom were, how- 


ever, never better attended; the places of 
worſhip of the eſtabliſhed form are crowded 


(particularly in the metropolis) with the 


made to Sir R. H***, Whether the to- 
lerated and licenſed conventicles (both 
thoſe unter regulations ſuch as are ob- 


| ſerved by the congregation of his reverend 


brother, as well as numerous others) are 
not, every Lord's day, proofs of what I 
here maintain? | 


OST | 


Tf it be objected that there is a prevail. 
ing ſpirit of diflipation, and that too many 
ablent themſelves from all receptacles of a 
religious deſcription, to throw themſelves 
into ſuch as are of a very different tenden- 
cy. Ait mult be anſwered-that all ages have 
produced unfortunate and culpable ex- 
ceptions from general decency; yet, there 
appears no good reaſon for charging the 
preſent day with preternatural indecorum, 
or unexampled irreligion. Admitting that 
the day of reſt is to be to the Chriſtian a 
day of joy (and what authority have we 
anywhere to prove it ſhould be a day of 
grief ?) let him, in the name of reaſon, de- 
cency, morality, and of God, let him after 
he has humbled himſelf at the altar of his 
Creator, expand his heart and renovate his 
ſpirits: let him; while he feels the generous 
impulſe, avow his reliſh for and enjoy the 
grateful and requiſite cunts of Mere 
cal relaxation. 


— 
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Sball the mechanic, looſened from the 
labours of the loom, not break from the 
ſtenches of Whitechapel and taſte the 
bracing breezes of the neighbouring foreſt? 
Shall the miſerable mortal cloſely pinned 
down to his muſty ſhop- board, or confined 
to his contrafted counter in the fœtid 
| angles of the ever-ſuffocating Soho, not be 
excuſed, not applauded, for flying at the 
concluſion of his worſhip in his-pariſh- 
church, to the verdant and enchanting 
ſummit of Primroſe Hill? Oh! forbid it 
not, ye worthy reformers of the empire ! 
Diſcountenance it not, ye conſiderate ma- 
giſtrates of the police! Reaſon does not 
diſcourage him; Religion cannot reprove 
him; his babes muſt eat the bread he 
earns : his earnings will be ſmall if his 
health be impaired ; his health will ſoon 
fail without the aid of refreſhing air. 
But, give 1t its proper name, call it not 
merely by the cold appellation of relaxation 
and refreſhment, proclaim it by its pro- 
per title: out with it at once, declare it 
\ | | Pleaſure! 
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Pleaſure ! Sunday Pleaſure ! Gractous Hea- 4 
ven! what is England come to]. — who, 
it may be aſked, merits pleaſure more 


than the induſtrious artizan, the laborious _. 


mechanic? Away then to the fields; 
waſh from your harrafſed brow the clotted 
accumulations of the week's employment 
exchange the ſqualid garb of labour for, 
the ſweet Sunday-ſhirt; repair to your 
pariſh-church ; pray to, praiſe, and glorify 
the God that gives you ſtrength to work, 
and reliſh to enjoy the bleflings he beftows ; * 
and then, having humbled yourſelf, as 
you are in grateful duty bound, before 
your Maker, ſeek the haunts of health, ind 
ſwallow reviving portions of that air which 


is to invigorate your lungs and your arm | 
for reiterated labour. | 


It was repeatedly gie in the Houſe, 
that the Bill was inadequate to effect your 
Lordſhip's object. That does not ſo 
_ Clearly appear to me: but, with all due 
Gefcrehcs, I beg leave to diſlike the object 

_- of 
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of the Bill, and the Bill itſelf. altogether. 
Intended, unqueſtionably, for purpoſes. 
which to you appear falutary, I am of 
opinion it would have operated to the 
diſcredit of the Sabbath, would have 
thrown a frown of diſguſt over many a 

face that-a Sunday new/paper now renders 
cheerful; and, upon the whole, much 
wounded (as ſuch retrenchments will not 6 
fail to wound) the popular intereſts of che 
national religion of any country. 


Almoſt the beſt that was ſaid in favors 
of Sunday newſpapers, was, that they were 
no more injurious than other newſpapers : . 
that it was only in the capital they were 
read upon a Sunday: that they did not 
reach ſome parts of the kingdom until 
Monday, or Tu or or later. 


One gentleman, indeed, obſerved, that. 
there was generally prefixed to them a 
moral diſcourſe, a ſort of ſermon; and that 
theſe moral diſcourſes \ were as good, or 

better, 
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better (for any thing he knew to the con- 
trary) than many ſermons he had heard 
preached.— Now, without queſtioning the 
honourable orator's judgment in ſermons, 
or ſtopping to congratulate the gentleman . 
on the taſte he poſſeſſes and profeſſes, I 
ſhall here only remark that ſuch moral 
ſermonizing in Sunday newſpapers: is per- 
haps their moſt reprehenſible property; 2 
as ſome readers, with the ſame refined taſte 
as that above ſpecified, may content them- 
ſelves with that hebdomadal printed allow- 
ance of edification, and not repair to 
church in ſearch of any other. ä 


But let us leave to each e its 
own peculiar ſpecies of inſtruction: at 
church let us look for and enjoy good 
ſermons; and in newſpapers let us expect 
and indulge in poetry, politics, weekly oc- 
currences, funds, faſhions, and frolic, to- 
gether with all domeſtic information and 
foreign intelligence. ur 
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Like the Theatre (that ſublime and 
faſcinating ſchool of national morality and 
poliſh!) which, unreſtrained by the chaſt- 
ening hand of the licenſer, and unawed by JF 


any influence of authority, deviates ſome- 
times from the dignity of moral inſtruction 
into lewd and law leſs ribaldry 3 ſo a news- 
paper, without wholeſome regulations and 
legal corrections, may become the culpa- 
ble and deteſtable vehicle of ſcurrilous and 


indecent profligacy ; but, why any man 


on any day ſhould be precluded from infor · 
mation on all general topics, told in chaſte 


and modeſt language, I own I am at a loſs 


to conjecture. 


The public-houſes, reſorted to for the 
purpoſe of peruſing theſe publications, are, 
if the magiſtrates will but fulfil their duty, 


under perfect reſtriction as to the hours of 
divine ſervice ; and why the public-houſe, 


which, upon another occaſion, the ever- 


emphatical language of the Secretary: at 
War ſtyled the poor man's coffee - houſe, 
| | ſhould 


* 
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ſhould be deprived of this part of a coffee- 
houſe furniture, and that too on Hat day 
when the ſaid coffee-houſe's cuſtomers can 
beſt ſpare time to viſit it, I muſt leave for 
thoſe better informed than myo: to deter- 
mine. | Fl 


The ableſt advocate amongſt your Lord- 
ſhip's ſupporters on this memorable occa- 
ſion, ſeems to have been the before- men- 
tioned Right Honourable Secretary, whoſe 
nervous and pointed eloquence would aid 
any cauſe to which he chuſes to impart 
the powers of his oratory : an accuracy in 

defining the juſt proportion between pub- 
lic indulgences and public reſtrictions was 
naturally to be expected from that redoubt- 
ed champion of Engliſh law and Engliſh 
liberty: but I own, in this circumſtance, 
I was amazed to find that enlightened le- 
giſlator a ſecond to your Lordini p. although | 
the cauſe of Lord B*###### muſt 2 2ver be 
conſidered as that of honour and truth: 
but the moſt virtuous are not always the 
| Ds moſt 


moſt infallible; and, on this point I am 
proud to differ from both the principal and 
his adherent, although, in almoſt every 
other inſtance, I ſhould glory in being 
permitted to join my voice and hand to 


promote the views of your Lordfhip and 
that friend to your bill. 


1 beg now to look back to the beginning 
of my letter, and to return to my obſerva- 
tion upon the French Sunday: and, ſurely, 
there could not be a more faſcinating ſpec- 
tacle than a fine morning of that holiday 
in that feſtive country. To the ſouth- 
ward, where the genial climate ſends to 
the markets the fragrant flowers of the 
fummer in the yery infancy of a northern 
ſpring; where the peaſantry were grouped 
for the market and the maſs; where the 
rendez vous was at once ſocial and ſacred ; 
the fete of piety and pleaſure ; the ſervice 
of God and the ſcene of gaiety ; not, in- 
deed that gaicty which ſometimes, I muſt 
conſeſs, diſturbs the lower aſſemblies of 
OI 


* ä 
England, where the operation of the barley- 
corn or juniper promotes the ſanguinary 
circulation of cracked crowns, and the pu- 
giliſtic phoenomena of perſonal proweſs, 


Under that venerable-monarchy, which, 
with all its. blemiſhes, real and imaginary, 
had many prominent beauties ; which,, 
brutally demoliſhed, ſhall again rear its 
auguſt ſceptre amongſt the Kings of 


Europe,—under that reign ſuch. was the” 


eſtabliſhed obſervance of heir day of reſt... 
From no relaxation. peculiar to: French-. 
men in religious duties, did' revolutionary. 
miſeries proceed; from no indiſpoſition to, 
the ſanctity of the Sabbath. The Sabbath 
was kept with preciſely the ſame obſervance- 
deep into the revolution, as: it had: before- 
been kept for centuries. Reſtore the 

monarchy, it will-be- kept fo again: it will 
never be kept differently ; and it never can; 
be kept better. 


Tbe long harangues we have heard, 
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and the prolix preachments we have read 
about the violations of our own Sabbath, 
are che amiable errors of Virtue run mad: 
ſne is a mighty good girl, and all good 
people dearly love her; but, like other 
beautiful and charming females, ſhe is apt, 
from a too- exquiſite ſenſibility, to be tranſ- 
ported in the extacy of perfection almoſt 

to the tumult of phrenzy; and juſt at the 


point where we expect her to triumph, 
ſhe faints! f 


But the ſpirit of the Engliſh church is 
not to be pourtrayed by the figure of an 
enthuſiaſtic and capricious girl: her cha- 
racteriſtic is that of a comely and dignified 
matron, devout without oſtentation; pious, 
not fanatical; exalted, not extravagant; 
ſolemn, without auſterity: her ſtep is 
majeſty; her reproof is nnn. * her 
{mile is Heaven ! 


As we are at this moment meritoriouſſy 
frraining the nerve of reformation, and 
® anxiouſly 
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anxiouſly rouſing, all parties to a due ſenſe 
of the national religion, wiſhing, by every 
incentive,” to collect our people on the 
Sabbath to our places of worſhip, it cannot 
be impolitic to attend to ſome circum- 
ſtances apparently minute, but intrinſically 
important, which, where we wiſh to give 
weight and attraction to a Cauſe, throw im- 
pediments in its way, and obſtruct its influs _ 
ence. Let it then be conſidered ; and the 
perſon who addreſſes you, my Lord, has 
often ſeen, and as often lamented it, how 
very difficult it is for any decent ſtranger 

to be accommodated with a ſeat in any of 
the churches of London or Weſtminſter, 

I well know that this difficulty may gene- 
rally be obviated by touching the gentle- 

woman who does the honours of the day, 

and carries the key of the pews, with a 

ſhilling. Indeed, it did not occur to me 

until this very moment, that there cannot 

be a more efficacious mode of defeating 

the pernicious properties of Sunday new/+ 
"at thay, this expenditure of the afore- 
/ laid 
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faid ſhilling ; as, very poſſibly, many per- 
fons, after depoſiting their ſhilling for a 
very learned diſcourſe from a Cambridge 
D. D. or an A. M. from Oxford, would 
grumble confoundedly to pay half that ſum 
for a laconic morſel of a ſermon in a 
Sunday paper, notwithſtanding the hand- 
ſome report of thoſe ſermonic compoſitions 
by the ingenious gentleman who oppoſed 
your Lordſhip's Bill. Take jt the other 


way. May not this extraction of a ſhilling 


drive many a man (who has paid it once) 
to content himſelf on the following Sunday 
with a half price lecture in one of theſe 
dominical vehicles of inſtruction? 


The incommodious arrangements in our 
churches, unleſs for thoſe whoſe parochial 
reſidence or pecuniary powers entitle them 
to pews and ſeats, are a greater injury to 
the cauſe of religion and the Sabbath than 
is to be dreaded from a Sunday newſpaper, 
or an excurſion to a Turnham Green or- 
dinary. Boxed out, coffee-houſe ſhape, and 

to 


63 | 

to be approached only fee in hand, where 
is a perſon above the vulgar deſcription to 
depoſit him (or herſelf) for a couple of 
hours ? The long fore-and-aft bench that 
uſually runs from one end of the principal 
aiſle to the other, will contain but a few ; 
and the reſt may amuſe themſelves at the 
great welt door, where there is no impedi- 
ment, that I know of, to their praying 
erect; being under a fimilar compulſion 
with their repreſentatives in parliament, 
to do their duty upon their legs. 

I ſhall beg leave to pay my reſpects to 
your Lordſhip in a future letterof cantinu- 
ation on this ſubject ; and have the honour E- 
to be, 

My Lord, 


your Lordſhip's 
very obedient Servant, Ar. 


LETTER vn. 


Yarmouth, June, 1800. 0 

DEAR SIR, | 

I ſhall now give you a ſpecimen of the 
true and- genuine vu/gar tongue of this 
county; I ſhall alſo ſubjoin a tranſlation, 
which is as neceſſary as it would be for you 
or me to have one of the language of 
Kamtſchatka or Japan. lt ſhall be but 
a ſhort ſample ; which, although brief as 
it is beautiful, may ſuffice to amuſe you 
with a hunt after the poſſible derivatives-of 
theſe Eaſt Anglian expreſſions. fear there 
1s more provincial formation than Saxon, 
Daniſh, or Roman root in their compoſi- | 
tion; yet, I am not certain that you may 
not trace ſome of Dutch deſcent, naturally 
enough to be expected from the conſtant 
(peace) communication between theſe 
ſhores and thoſe of the United Provinces, 
[ Some of our claborate touriſts, who are 
FF | meritorious 
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meritorious univerſaliſts: who return to 
town (that is, when they really quit 
their garrets) deeply ſtored with all ſorts of 
travelling information; who detail their 
botanical reſearches with tranſcendent 
deſcriptions, ſoaring from the humility of 
the hawthorn to the umbrageouſneſs of 


the oak being no leſs attentive to the 


animal than the vegetable ſyſtem, very 
obligingly inform you that red herrings 
are called Yarmouth Capons . and that 
the celebrated Bath wheat-ears is an _ 
teration from white Gm 


Theſe accurate inveſtigators of nature 


are no leſs attentive to etymological pur- - 


ſuits, and very often give you ſpecimens 
of language and dialect that are no other- 
wiſe ſubject to error than as the ſaid ſpe- 
cimens when produced to illuſtrate the 
language of Southwold Bay and Eaſt Neſs, 
would rather better ſuit the latitude of 
Mevagiſſey and Penzance; and the ex- 
amples advanced to elucidate the terms 
| uſed 
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uſed at the mouth of the Thames, are 
more congenial to the Banks of the Hum- 
ber. | 


However, joking apart, the beſt in- 
formed and beſt intentioned excurſioniſts 
may ſometimes be capable of miſtake in 
their expeditions through a country. I 
remember a very faithful and ingenious 
narrator who once gravely told me that, in 
ſome parts of Suſſex, Kent, and Hamp- 
ſhire, the inhabitants were addicted to 
bolting bacon ; that is, ſwallowing large 
lumps of that viand whole; and that the 
farmers hired their fervants according to 
their capacity of bolting, at high or low 
wages: and, no very great while ago, a 
celebrated and admired writer, who gleant 
as he goes whatever is moſt rare and re- 
portable, informed us that here in Norfolk 
an aſs is known by the name of a donky. 
Now, I have this morning aſked nine 
Norfolk perſons, of different fituations, to 
procure me a donky: they all ſtared; and 

proteſted 
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proteſted they did not know what I meant: 
but, when 1 defired to learn their peculiar 
name for an aſs, they all exclaimed, Oh1 . 
Sir, you mean a dicky. Be affured there 
are as many egregious miſtepreſentations in 
other articles as between donkies and dicktes, 
I ſhould be very ſorry to impreſs you, 


however, with any unfavourable ſentiment 
towards the amiable author of this trifling 


miſtake: in gleaning grain, a man may 
pluck up a weed; in binding an elegant 
bouquet, he may wound his finger with 
the thorn of a ſweet briar. Had the 


gleaner only brought his anecdote four- _ 


{ſcore miles farther to the ſouthward, it 
would have done to a nicety : Eſſex and 
Kent are the diſtricts renowned for donł- 
ies; in the latter they are not unfrequently 
deſignated by the flattering appellation of 
Blackheath lions ; the former county has a 
no leſs extraordinary claſſification for their 
numerous calves; but I have too much 
reſpect for the quorum to {| pecify that miſj—- 
vomer. | | 
It 
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It is neceſſary, before 1 give you the 
ſpecimen ] have promiſed you of the true 


Iceniam dialed, to premiſe for your infor- 
mation, that the plural terminations of verbs 


are here uniformly uſed with the fingular 


number ; thus, a Norfolcian does not ſay 
(and very ſeldom does he write) the Mayor 
goes to court, or 10 church to-day; but he 
ſays the Mayor go to court to-day ; and ſo 
he go, and fhe go, and he fay, and fhe ſay; 
are juſt as familiar in the mouths of the 
natives here as the /ays I, and /ays he, and 


up goes 1 to Foxhall, and down goes I from 


the pyetches to Runnalaw, and away goes I 


from Gravenor ſquare to Tattenham Court 
with the pagrole, are with our cockney= | 
TON" 


This brief abſtract of true Norfolk is 
compoſedof provincial terms, cloſely tranſ- 
lated; but, to have a true notion of their 
verbal peculiarity, you ſhould hear them 
uttered and accented orally by the natives. 

Diao. 
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1: | - > DIALDGUE..- 4 
ORIGINAL VULGAR| TRANSLATION, f 
NORFOLK. : 
Narben Rabbin and Narbor] Neighbour Robin and Neigl- ; 
| Tibby, | zom Steſtlien. 
NABBIn. ROBIN, 


Tibby, d'ye know how Stephen, do you know 
the knacker's mawther|how the collar-maker's 
Nutty du? I daughter Urſuladoes? 


TIBBY. S8 TEPRHEN. 


Why i ſacks, Rabbin,| Why in fad, Robin, ſhe 
ſhe is nation cothy ; byſis extremely ſick: by 


Goms, ſhe is ſo ſnaſty that (ob/oicte) ſhe is ſo ſnarliſh, 
I think ſhe is will-led, that I think ſhe's out of 
RABBIN, {| noOBIN, 


She's a 8 She is a clever girl, but 
but ollas in dibles wi' always in troubles with 
the knacker and thackſ- the collar- maker and the 
ter; ſhe is ollas a ating] thatcher. She is always 
o' thapes and dodmans. 
The fogger ſa ſhe ha the 

1 black 


* 


a 


68 


It is neceſſary, before I give you the 
ſpecimen 1 have promiſed you of the true 
Iceniam dialects, to premiſe for your infor- 
mation, that the plural terminations of verbs 
are here uniformly uſed with the ſingular 
number; thus, a Norfolcian does not ſay 
(and very ſeldom does he write) the Mayor 
goes to court, or io church to-day; but he 
ſays the Mayor go to court to-day ; and ſo 
he go, and fhe go, and he ſay, and fhe ſay; 

are juſt as familiar in the mouths of the 
natives here as the /ays I, and Jays ze, and 
up goes 1 to Foxhall, and down goes I from 
the pyetches to Runnalaw, and away, goes Þ 
from Gravenor ſquare to Tattenhari Court 
with the pagrole, are with our cockney- 
vulgariſts. f 


Thie brief abſtract of #rue Norfolk is 
compoſed of provincial terms, cloſely tranſ- 
lated; but, to have a true notion of their 
verbal peculiarity, you ſhould hear them 
uttered and accented orally by the natives. 
Driatocve. 
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DIALOGUE. 


ORIGINAL VULGAR 
NORFOLK. 
Narbe Rabbin and Narbor 
Tibby. 


RABBIx. 


Tibby, d'ye know how 
the knacker's mawther 
Nutty du ? 


= 


TIBBY, 


Why i ſacks, Rabbin, 

ſhe is nation cothy ; .by 

Goms, ſhe is ſo ſnaſty that 
I think ſhe is will-led, 


R ABBIN, 


She's a fate mawther, 
but ollas in dibles wi 
the knacker and thackſ- 
ter; ſhe is ollas a ating 
o' thapes and dodmans. 


e 


| TRANSLATION. 


Neighbour Robin and Neighe 
Bom Stellen. 


ROBIN, 


Stephen, do you know 
how the collar-maket”'s 
daughter Urſula does ? 


4 STEPHEN. 


Why in fact, Robin, ſhe 
is extremely ſick: by 
(objotete) ſhe is ſo ſnarliſh, 
that I think ſhe's out of 
her mind. 


% 
- 


ROBIN, | 


always in troubles with 
the collar-maker and the 


The fogger fa ſhe ha the 
black 


$he is a clever girl, but 


thatcher. She is always 


| 
| 


black ſap; but the groſh- 
er ſa ſhe have an ill dent. 


- 


TIBEY, 


Why ah! tother da 
me fared ſtounded: ſhe: 
- pluck'd the pur from the 
back ſtock, and copped it 
agin the balk of the 
douw pollar and barnt it; 
and then ſhe hulled at the 
thackſter, and hart his 
weeſon and huckle-bone. 
There was northing but 
kadders in the douw- 
poller, and no douws ; 
and fo, arter ſhe had 
barnt the balk, and the 
door ſtall, and the plan- 
cher, ſhe run into the 
par yard, thru the pytle, 
and then ſwounded be- 
hinn'd a ſight o'gotches 
o' beergood. 

| "i 


1 


RABBIN J 
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— 


chandler's ſhop favs the 


| has a conſumption ; but 


the grocer ſays ſhe is out 


lot her ſenſes; 


STEPHEN, 


Why aye, the other 
day ſhe appeared ſtruck 
mad: ſhe ſnatched the 
poker from the back of 
the flove, and flung it 
againſt the beam of the 
pigeon-houſe and burnt 
it; and then ſhe throwed 
it at the thatcher, and 
hurt his throat and hip- 
bone There were no 
pigeons" in the pigeon- 
houſe,” and nothing but 
jack-daws ; and ſo, after 
ſhe had burned the 
beam, and the door» 
frame, and the floor, ſhe 
ran into the cow-yard, 
through the ſmall field, 


and fainted behind ſeve- 
|ralpiichers of yeaſt. | 


aon, y 


* : 


| 


RABBIN. 


Ah, the ſhummaker 
told me o'that rum rig; 
and his nevvey ſa that 
the beergood was fyſtey, 
and that Nutty was ſo 
ſwelter'd, that ſhe ha 
got a pain in ſpade- bones 
and jott. The | thacker | 
wou'd ha gin har ſome 
doctor's geer in a beaker; 
but he ſa ſhe' l niver 
moize agin. 


| 


| 


| 


I met the knacker gol- 
lopping over the canſy 
upon his dicky ; he fared 
mortal kidge ; he ſwop- 
ped the dicky for a hob- 
dy, and bought a ſort 
o'lanyards, and a hape 
o'whit leather, and a 
gotch o' beeſtlings. As 
he had ſwopped the 
dicky at the far, he did'at 
want his ſpores; ſo he 
ſwop- 


TIBBY, | 


| 


Aye, the ſhoe-maker 
told me of that comical 
trick; and his nephew 
ſays that the yeaſt was 
muſty ; and that Urſula 
ſmothered ; that ſhe has 
got a pain in her blade- 
bones and bottom. The 
thatcher would have giv- 
en her fome doctor's 
medicine in a tumbler ; 
but he ſays ſhe never 
will recover. bo, 


| x. | 1 
STEPRA EN, 


+ I met the collar-ma- 
ker galloping over. the 
cauſeway on his aſs ; he 
ſeemed very -briſk ; he 


poney, and bought ſe- 
veral whip - thongs. and 
a quantity of white 
leather, and a pitcher of 
aſs at the fair, he did 
not want his ſpurs ; ſo 

; en- 


exchanged the aſs for a 


=. A 


a cruper, and a_crome-/ 
' Nick, and a par o'hakes. 
Pts joy 
4 


RABBIN, 


f 


Ah, there was a nation 
rumpuſa. He played at 
ten pins, and bone i'the 
hole, and trunket, and 
copped the loggets, and 
he won a ſort of dings} 
and draw - waters, and 
bloodolphs, and ſpinks, 


» 
| 


| 


TIBBY, | 


In loping over, though 
he is Iythy, jeſt by the 
brig, his crome-ſtick fell 
ſwop into the deek+holl ; 
and he was fain to clam- 
ber over the deek, thru 
all the muck and dat; 
and he was nigh top- 
ling over the brig - - rail 
which was ſpolt. 


1 


| finches, and bullfinches, 


rail of the bridge which 
was oY enn 


72 
ſwopped the ſpores fo, 


exchanged the ſpurs for 
a crupper, and a crooks 
ſtick, and a . of pot- 
books. 


# 


| $0nIN, 


Aye, there was a great 
diſturbance. He played 
at nine pins, _ trap« 
ball, and (trunket) and 
toſſed the (loggets) 3 
and he won a quantity 
of farthings, and gold- . 


| 


and chaffinches. 


sTET¹ EX. 


In ftriding over, al- 
though he is ſupple, juſt 
by the bridge, his crook 
ſtick fell, directly into 
the dyke and he was 
forced to climb over 
the dyke, through all the 
dung and dirt; and he 
was near falling over tlie 


KABIIN. 


5 | ROBIN, 


u 


V. 


2 | 


RABBIN. 


The mawther ſa he 
far'd quite ſapy ;- the 
thackſter led him to- 
ward the houſe ; but as 
ſhe could not unſnack 
her half hack, they crid 
him under the crib 
among a hape o' kit- 
lings, that wur dade 


and laid forth in the 


ſtra, . that the throſher 
had hull'd down from 
the gofe in the, bearn, 
The throſher copp'd 
more ſtra down, and crid 


it under the ſkipping- 


block for a bad for the 
nazzel, the bunny, and 
the i | 


ö 


IBE TW. 


Ab, but the waſt is, 


that the mawther got a 
great long tharm in her 


hand; and tur bolted, 


l 


; ROBIN, 
The girl fas, / be 
ſeemed quite exhauſted ; 
'the thatcher led him 
towards the houſe; but as 
ſhe could not unlatch' 
has os ©.e they puſh- 
ed him under the man- 
ger among a heap of 
dead kittens, that were 
laid out in the ſtraw, 
which the threſher had 
flung from the corn-heap 
in the barn, The 
threſker threw more 
ſtraw down, and puſh- 
ed it under the horſing- 
block, for a bed for the 
voung aſs, the rabbit, 
ns the cat, 


— 


STEPHEN, 


Aye, but the worſt is, 
that the wench got a | 
great long thorn in her 

hand; and it beat, and 


and 


E it 


— 


* 


and tur bulk'd, oa 
tur barſt out all over 
twiddles, and twey quite 
ſheer like a breeder; and 
tur ſwelled up as big as 
a ſkizzy, or a caſting-top, | 
or a ſwelping-top, 


RABBIN, 


Well, I'll go to the | 
fogger's, and hear how 
the mawther du; for 


'twas muggy, ny tur 


{new, and tur thew, and 
tur blew, and there was 
a nation roke when the 
was craning out o' the 
windon under the chim- 
ley. | 


” 
- * 
* 4 * 
* * 
- 
- - * 
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it throbbed, and it broke 
out all over: / pimples; 
and it was quits, en- 


115778 1 


and it ' (elled up as big 
as a large marble, or a 


| ſpinning- top, or. a ve 
ping e 


ASH Yin 


Well, 1 will go to the 
ah at the chandler's 
ſhop, and hear how the 
girldoes; for itwas foggy, 
and it ſnowed, and 
thawed, and blowed, and 
there was a haze when 
ſhe was ſtretching out of 
the window under 1 


EN 


. 
i # 


It would wy no difficult operation to 


compile you many 


ſheets of - this Eaſt 


Anglian rhetoric z but the above ſample 


ſhall ſuffice : it has 


flowed in upon my 


obſervation along with the provincial cur- 


rent that [ cannot 


but encounter in * 


* 
- 


75 3 
evety- day rambles. It is quite unneeeſſary 
to repeat the remark, that this is ex eluſtrely 
a ſpecimen of the vulgar tongue; but 
ſtill I can with truth aſſure you, that no 
inconſiderable portion of it finds admiſ- 
ſion into the converſation of — indivi- 


duals * , gn . 211 $12 "BRAIN 
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een no; hor 

50 2200 HN 1 


f * Kanne. | 1.278; 310 
- "HEAR In, wy 10,438 0 ** 3 
IN a late letter 1 e a tho very 

ſatisfactory ſenſations a ſtranger cantiot hair | 

feel at the numerous and decorous afiens 
blies of the inhabitants in all the places of 
public worſhip in this town and its neighs 
bourhood. If the living flock. in crowds 
to the temples of devotion, no leſs multi- 
tudinous are the groupes of the dead that 
are ” OR. in the conſecrated n | 
E2 of 


q 
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of this venerable church. Alas ! how: 
mortifying, even to a ſtranger's contem- 
plation, 1s it to walk over the accumulated 
aſhes of ſucceſſive generations !— | 


As in a former letter I made ſome com- 
ments on the general ſubject of Sabbath- 
Keeping, and, in my opinion, this ſame 
article of ſepulture has a very near con- 
nection and relationſhip to that ſubject, 
] ſhall once again, my old friend, act very 
unceremoniouſly by you, and leave you 
for a while to have a little farther appeal 
of argument to his Lordſhip, I ought, 
indeed, rather to addreſs this to Mr. 
Weeeee*+#4*, as he has very honourably, 
although not with merited ſucceſs, opened 
the buſineſs in parliament. What I al- 
lude to is, the horrid cuſtom and nefarious 
villany of plundering the * a 
their dead. 


What leads to ſevere reprobation on 
theſe crim es of the capital, is a view of the 


wx 
peace and ſafety of theſe provincial recep». 
tacles of inhumation y and every man ac- 
quainted with the atrocious violations. of 
London burial-grounds, muſt contemplate 
the aſſaults upon thoſe ſanctuaries with a 
more lively regret, when he contraſts them 
with the ſecurity attached to the county- 
churches and burial - grounds. I ſhall 


therefore reſume the former mode of ad- 
n. and ** 


— 


MY LORD, 


What the legiſlators of the land have a 
in vain attempted to remedy, it would be 
indecent preſumption in me to offer a cure 
for. In defiance of walls, watchmen, acts 
of parliament, informations, fines, impri- 
ſonments, and patent coffins ; nay more, 
in defiance of reaſon, humanity, and de- 
. . cency, between creature and creature, 
while graves contain carcaſes, the gur. 
rection-men will have them. 7 


I have no doubt that theſe miſcreants 
E 3 are 


- = 
are indiſcriminate in their ſpoil, and would 
as ſoon riſe and ſell the father that had 
the diſgrace to beget them, or the mother 
that had the ignominy to produce them, 
as they would unſhroud, and ſack, and 
| Ahoulder for the ſurgeon your Lordſhip or 
8 | 


Againſt ſtealing bodies there has hither- 
to been found no poſitive preventive. The 
midnight thief has, in this caſe, puzzled, 
parried, and foiled the bar, the magiſtracy, 
_ and the ſenate. The noble and the wealthy 

may indeed repoſe untmolefted in their 

purchaſed lead, becauſe the vaulted family 
is ſecure within the ponderous and marble 

jaws of the inviolable hereditary tomb. 

But the majority of mortals entitled only 

to the /ix Feet by two allotment of their 
mother carth, unmarbled and @l. frefeo, 
have no ſooner done with the doctors of 
life, than they muſt be ſnatched from the 
inſecure confines of their graves, and ap- 
— forthwith in the Sheldon drawing- 
| room 


. 4. 


79 
room, or figure under the experimental 
blades of the Knights of the Knife in the 
auſpicious ſeminary of Nr. Marſhall. © 


To the burial-ground of St. George, 
Hanover-ſquare „on the Bayſwater-road, [ 
would direct the attention of thoſe who 
with, with me, to remove this atrocious 
and debaſing practice: they will there find, 
not indeed the remedy againſt ſtealing 
dead bodies, but a memorable and ſpirited 
example of good fenſe exhibited by a lady, 
a native of Ireland, who effectually ſecured 
her body from being ſtolen, by ordering it 
not to be buried at all, With a judgment 
ſuperior to cuſtom, and uncontrouled by 
ſuperſtition, like a high fouled Roman- 
matron, ſhe ordered herſelf to be burned. 
Her honourable aſhes are depofited at the 
foot of a monumental - pillar, on which is 
recorded the circumſtance of her ignition, 
and the refolution of her rational wilt to 
that liberal and laudable determination. 


E 4 | __— 
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If it be better io marry than burn, ſo is 
it better to. hurm than to be cut up : not 
that any rational being can care about his 
cloke- bag · carcaſe, when he has no farther 
uſe for it; that would be a pitiful regard, 
far beneath the high-minded philoſophy 
of the eighteenth century ; but we, while 
we live, and thoſe dear to us, and who 
will live after us, and down through all 
poſterity the humane and reſpectable parts 
of civilized ſociety, are and will be diſ- 
guſted and diſquieted while ſuch a poſt. 
 humous inſult to relatives and friends re- 
mains unreformed, 


In the name of Roman good ſenſe, —of 
Engliſh good ſenſe, and of common ſenſe, - 
why not reſume the ſyſtem of funeral burn 
ing? On this ſubject | have had many 
ſerxous- converſations with various friends 
of a ſound and reaſonable way of thinking, 

and I have never found any one of them 

heſitate to give this cuſtom their decided 

approbation. That the queſtion might 
. have 


— 
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have fair play, I have alſo frequently pro- 
| poſed it to perſons no leſs ſeriouſly in- 
clined, but, at the ſame time, ſcrupulouſly 
attached to the cuſtoms under which they 
were born and educated ; but, above all 
things, obſtinately averſe to even minute 
alterations in any of our eccleſiaſti- 
cal inſtitutions and arrangements: from 


ſuch perſons, where lefs candour was re- 


ſonably to be expected, I have, after long 
argumentation, extracted as much ultimate 
acquieſcence- in favour of the point as 
could be hoped from pofitive prejudices; 
and their conviction and admiſſion of it 
principally ' proceeded from the hideous 
but juſt repreſentation I made to them of 
the calamitous and ſcandalous conſe- 
quences. frequently arifing from public 
burial-grounds in populous towns; vaults 
crowded with fubſeription-carcaſes under 
churches ; open graves for indifcriminate 

and plebeian putrefaction en maſſe ; and 


3 they 


the, winged attention of ſuch airy and 


82 : 
other baneful and contagious effects from 


our ill n nene bo 


— be 

1 ſball, in the ed oof: thole 9 
mention to your Lordſhip ſome of che odi. 
ous offences that have been the objects of 
my animadverſion and averfion frequently 
in London and Weſtminſter: For the pre- 
ſent, however, I ſhall only obſerve; that, 


in addition to the two before- mentioned 


deſcriptions of people, I have ſometimes 
addreſſed the ſubject to the gay and che | 
nne n er we 04592 * 


5 


10 . even or. hs * 9 


ſoaring larks of levity, it was requiſite to 
arreſt their feelings by a pointed painting 


of the deteſtable circumſtance of the body- 
thefts in Lambeth burial-ground and that of © 
the Tabernacle, Tottenham Court Road. 


| At Lambech, the Archbiſhop's porter, 
even when defunct, and retired from the 
ſervice 


83 | 
ſervice of his gracious and molt re- 
verend maſter, perſeveted in the prac- 
tice of bis official department with 
a perſiſtance peremptorily Swiſs ; for 
he opened the door for the whole diſco- 
very. A waſherwornan proceeding to the 
exerciſe of her diurnal and eternal ablu- 
tions, upon the coach being ſtopped that 
contained the body of the unearthed 
domeſtic, lifted up the cover of a hamper, 
and recognized, with a ſhriek of ſurprize 
and horror, the features of her old neigh- 
bour and acquaintance. The alarm 
being given, the Archbiſhop and the 
Vicar gave permiſſion and orders that 
the ground ſhould be ſearched, and the 
| maraudings on mortality be aſcertained: 
when, horrible to conceive and to relate! 
ſome hundreds were diſcovered to have 
been diſinterred and carried off! ſcarcely | 
à family was there that had not loſt a 
father, a mother, a ſiſter, a brother, or a 
child! not a few had been deprived of 


ſeveral of thoſe relatives, and others had 
loſt them all! 


EE 3 


At the other ſcene of carcaſe- ſpoliation, 
the Tabernacle, che plunder was equal in 
atrocious audacity, and greater, I believe, 
in numbers: more atrocious, becauſe 
perpetrated in a very populous neighbour- 
hood, and with the windows of oppoſite 
houſes looking Grectly 1 into it from before 
and behind. 1 


Re would be harrowing one's 4 

too cruelly to ſpecify the infernal uſes 
(ſome of them culinary ones) to which 
theſe violated and mutilated relics were 
reported, and that with no little appearance 
of truth, to have been appropriated. 


Theſe circumftances could - not well 
fail to impreſs themſelves forcibly on even 
juvenile and volatile imaginations ; but 
they took an additional hold when I car- 
.ried my. ſprightly friends to the ſpot: _ 
they all agreed with my opinion in the 
end, that it would be much better to be 
completely conſumed by the powers of 

| . the 


85 
the a nd. our aſhes wafted away 
by all the winds of Heaven, than that our 
pilfered remains ſhould load the ſhoulders } 
of nocturnal thieves, and be diſſevered 
and ſuſpended on the Sheldoman am- 
bles. 


The Roman obſequies were con- 
ducted by thoſe illuſtrious and judicious | 
Itallans with a folemnity of pious ceremo- 
nial, at once ſublime and captivating : this 
you, my Lord, and Mr. WN ,t 
know much better than I ſhall affect to 

deſcribe; but I cannot, as ſomebody has 
ſomewhere before obſerved, 1 cannot 
comprehend that there can be a more 
grateful, a more gratifying, a more gener- 
ous tribute of duty to our dear and de- 
parted friends, than firſt to preſerve their 
precious remains from the degradation of 
gradual putrefaction and miſcreant robbers, 
and aſterwards to collect their honoured 
aſhes into a compact, a ren and an 
inoffenſive depoſitary. 


1 


n hot be a Ude 3 
| jet; or I could point out tity fpots. 
in the neighbourhood of London” and 
Weſtminſter, where ſuch receptacles might 
be eſtabliſhed for general uſe, unleſs where 
a particular attachment might induce", 
family to cheriſh under the roof with » 
|  facted care and reverential reſpect the 
| hallowed aſhes of dear departed re- 
 latives. Theſe morais, if 1 may be at 
| lowed te go as far as Orahe#te for the 
appellation, might at once become monu- 
| ments of our national delicacy and: decency, 


our morality and honour, and, at the 

ſame time, - aboliſh che” Wery- Aitgufligg 

ſpectacles that 'disfigure" '6ur-ill-contrived . 
and ill - conducted churchlyatds: nor, 
under the management of a well regulated 

taſte, would they be incapable of real 
beauty and elegant decoration. Common 
ſenſe and common ſaſety ſolicit the at- 
tention of the legiſtature to Tote ſuch 
anti: peſtilential and bans e re- 
formation. | 
The 


- The mauſeous naſtinefs afſtulking both 
the eye and the noſe in ſome chutch-yards, 
is no imaginary evi; nor is this charge 
made with wanton incenfideratien. The 
groſs offence has been cotrected in ſome 
degree in ſeveral pariſhes : they have pur- 
chaſed and provided pretty extenſive 
Dorial-grounds im open patts adj6ining | 
to the town; but, as the town itſelf every 
nom and then takes a new fit ef running 
out of town, how do we know bat that, 
in proceſs of time, the houſes may once 
mote overtakè and ſurround the ſepulchres, | 
and then we ſhall be again (the dead and 
the living, the found and the decayed) 
blended in repeated and miſcellaneous pu- 
trefaction, and be, as before, in Etuatiotis ro 
drop perpendicularly from a bed · 
window into the common 1 prion 
of a public dr l | 


St. Giles's 0 the Fields), Bloomſbury, 

and St. Andrew's, Holborn, have adopted 
a diſtant and more wholeſome plan of leſs 
5 1 5 diſ- 
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jeſty Chriſtian the Seventh, the preſent 
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iſgntiing and leſs injurious. interment ; 
which. may, indeed, be called a Daniſi ; 
improvement: Ido not mean to advance 
that it was of Daniſh inſtitution in this 

iſland, or that it had its meritorious origid- 

in thoſe days when gentlemen from that 
country were in the habit of viſiting us 
ſword in hand, and were rather intent 


upon cutzing our throats, and of augment- 


ing the heaps of our dead upon the ſurface 2 
of the earth, than of i inventing faſhions 
for our decent interment in its bowels; 
but, were I not afraid of being thought- 
unfaſhionable, as every Goth muſt be 
that is fo mal adroit as. to praiſe a King, 
I would venture to obſerve, that his Ma- 


ſovereign of Denmark, was the firſt, and, 
I believe, the only monarch who has 
baniſhed the dead from the capital of his 
dominions; and that this ſalutary regu- 


lation was the ſuggeſtion of his Majeſty 


himſelf, ee of all ane what- 
ever. 
| Before 


89 


parochial- burials, it was uſual (and even 


now it is too common) to ſee open graues | 


in our chucch- yards. 


The nature of an open grave is this: 


It is dug of ſufficient depth and width to 
hold ſometimes a double, ſometimes even 
2 triple tier of bodies: treble in width 
and fix deep: thus, in ſome it is poſſible, 
and I believe it to be the caſe, that twelve, 


nay. eighteen adulis may be piled upon 


each other, to the intolerable annoyance of 


the ſurveying inhabitants. In one of 


theſe wholeſale rotting-ſhops, in the very 
heart of the metropolis, I; once ſaw this 


melancholy maſs of miſerable mortality ſv 


nearly completed, as only to want- one 
more coffin to make up the number of 


one dozen and a half; and when completely 


poſſeſſed by its populous proprietors, it 
would be covered in with little above 
two feet of earth on its ſurface, A poor 

woman 


| Before ſuch, proviſions were adopted 
here as partly alleyiate the loads of our 


| 
| 
= 
| 

| 
| 

| 

| 


. 


: 90 
woman' was weeping” bittetly- at che edge 
of the grave; and, upon my alk ing the 
cauſe of her grief, ſhes told me that her 
child was butjetl in the hole below. I 
obſerved to her, that all the coffins there 
depoſited had to me the appearance of 
thoſe of men and women. Ske ſaid that 
was very true; they did contain grown 
people, but not grown. people only, for 
that her infant was in one of che ſhells, 
between the legs of a corpfe; and that few 
of them, as it was a work-houſe grave, 
were without a child either between 
their legs, or between the arm and the 
ſide. This polluted hot - bed of human 
ſtench was merely covered over with fout 
or five deals, kept for this reproachful and 
keiterated nuiſance. When this numerous 


company of the Grim Serjeant ſhould be 


completed, the deals would be removed, 
and the aforeſaid two feet 'of earth would 
be applied to keep down the peſtilential 
vapour of this cadaverous collection: freſſ 
levies would then be raiſed from the 

Work- 
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work-houſe and hoſpital; freſn ground 
of half · waſted mortality would be broken 
up; and thus, if the living objects of this 
pariſh are proverbially deſignated by the 
| long-eſtabliſhed epithets of fat, ragged, 
and /aucy, the dead of ſo renowned a neigh- 


bourhood may be as juſtly deſcribed as 


putrid, contagious, and deſtructive. 


Again : Apartments which I once oc- 
- cupied in John- Street, Tottenham Court 


Road, looked into ſuch another reſervoir ; 
of carcaſes, mingled in full ripe mellow- 


"neſs of rapid fermentation. Þ. could 
ſcarcely lay down my pen to look out at 
my window, but I - ſaw ſome fellow- 


creature joining the aſſociation: of death: 


the new member was admitted without 
ceretnony, and without ballot, into that 
corps which gives no quarter: where there 
is nopriority nor precedency, unleſs, indeed, 


ſuch | ſuperior}, rank may be derived 
from ſuperior corpulency, as the moſt 


oy would diffolve the moſt ſpeedily, 


liqui- 6 


or I could 
the vociferation of even that trumpet- 
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liquidate, and communicate towards his ; 


companions, and moſt effectually promote 
the general intereſts of efferveſcence/ and 
corruption. One very hot afternoon of a 
London Auguſt, I was rouſed from my 
-writing - deſk by the ſtentorian harangue 


of the renowned R####** H##*, from 


which circumſtance it may be judged 


that I was pretty near the ſcene A action, 
t have poſitively diſcriminated 


lunged herald of Heaven. My curioſity, 


which ſeldom allows me to reſt quiet long 
together, prompted me to croſs the ſtreet 
for ten minutes edification at the chapel of 
Whitfield and wit: and I beg I may not 


excite ſurprize by uſing the latter expreſ- 


ſion of uit, for wit (although it be of a 
peculiar caſt) I have undoubtedly heard 
there, before and ſince that afternoon 
The firſt aſſertion that cannonaded my ear 
| from that great gun of mob-oratory, was, 
am a duſtman;” (and here I beg 
jeave to declare that I am detailing a part 


4 


of the pulpit-diſcourſe of which I was the 
hearer; and I give it as literally delivered 
from that roſtrum of ranting and recorded 
reputation) .I am a duſtman; and 1 will 
« tell you why: When tlie fine ladies that 


go to routs and gambling - parties come 


« home at five o'clock in the morning, in 
« 2 high fever, having loſt their money, 
« they flounce into bed, and there they 
4 toſs and tumble, and row! about for 
« ſore time, until at length, wearied out, 
. ©& they fall into a broken ſleep. Juſt as 
« they are got into this ſleep, the duſtman 
&« comes, ringing his bell, and then they 


e ſtart up, and abuſe the duſtman, and 


«| wiſh him at the Devil: ſo, many of you 
< who come here to hear the word, are in 
the firſt ſleep of your fins, and no 


« ſooner do I ring the d- bell of ' ſalvation 


<« in your ear, than you ſtart up, and, for 
hat l know, ſometimes wiſh me at the 


6 Devi: and ſo lam a duftman ' | 


Aber hearing this Hlogiſm + 
vie eſtabliſhed, I thought I ſhould hardly 


taſte 
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in this medley of à letter, ſay: any thing 
that ſhould hurt or offend that innocent, 
day and-zealous man : the tenor of 


94 2 | 
taſte 4 more delicious moroca of taber 


2 nacular rhetoriethavaftertioon, therefore; 1 


tool my beat and my leave of che 'congres! 
gation, ald uas returning home to my tea, 
when an unfortunate peep into the / evers* 
open grave chaced from my face" the ſmile 
i had a moment before adopted, depreſſtd 
9 ꝗ 7 ws turned yes 142 


Aſter all, Loch not 4 nest 


3 


Bis life is amiably cotreſpondent to bis 
docninad profeſſions. However eccentric 
the figures of his declamation, the ſanctity 
and morality of his deportment is genuine 
and exemplary, and his charities and be- 
nevolences are various and unqueſtion- 

As I have accidentally hit upon this 
ſtring, I will, notwithſtanding the length of 


5 eee with LAPS wanne 


uod: 1 112%; touch 


— ” 
touch it once more i ĩtwill emit a very ſimilar. 


note; and if it ſhould 


worthy. Miugfiellite, I. will: run tlie ſane 


riſk of ſtriking unmufically the organ of 


the diſciples of Tele ey 3 ; in either inſtance 
urgiog the inoffenſive nature of my in- 


tentiqns as an apology for tach anecdote, | 


and pledging my veracity to my dating 
been the eye and Fe e of both. 


ee village * tlie hankdrod 
London; )old:Joles ATI; I was 
was juſti arritied to preach at a 
houſe of that perſuaſion . Nevor 
heard that celebrated veteran, I repaired 
to the place for that purpoſes} forget 
his text but ther drift of the diſodurſe was 


» 
3 
Ino. 


to draw 4.compariſan, beugen che ber- 


D 


tian and thoſe encountered by the 
Methodiſts, To effect this parallel, he 
dilplayed, no common ſock, of ſcriptur 
181 24) „Loden, in Nortek. 211, 


ſl 


7 


grate a. little-harſhhv on the ear of an 


aer 


learning, and not a little of what might 
truly be ſtyled eloquence: but, on a ſud · 
den, with a flaſh» of farcical tranſition, 

en I ſhall never forget, heexclaimed, 


«Pl tell you what: Five · and · wwenty or 
« thirty years ago, when I was preaching 
« at Briſtol, a man called out to me from 
« the midſt of the aſſembly,—1'll tell you 
what, John Weſley, if you uſe any more 
ce of that diſcourſe; I'll throw my Bible at 
1 your head. And I'll tell you what, my 
&« friend, ſays I; I'll ſend Stephen (I think). 
Clutterbuck the Mayor of Briſtol to you- 
& Upon which the fellow cried: out, Lou 
and Stephen Clutterbuck may kiſs ; 
&* and then the fellow clapped his hand 
& upon that part of him that left the 
church laſt, and out he walked.” 1 
The animated orator gave a very power- . 
ful and practical elucidation of the Clut- 
Nv rem; anecdote, by a ſonorous and 
ſimilar clap on the ſimilar ſituation to that 


of his „ aſſailant; and after that 
3 


9 
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epiſode, illuſtrated a poſteriori, reafli I 


the rational ſtrain of language and argu- 
ment with which he gan his ſermon, 


and concluded it with many apt alluſions, 


and in a ſtyle ingemiouſly Galkcal and per- 
ſuafive, © _ _ 

I fear, my Lord, I cannot let you off 
without another, and a third letter on 
theſe points; but, in the'mean time, I beg 
to o ſubſeribe e, e mon DN 

F Kc. e. 


"mg 14 Ae 023 of 1 XY 


Having lefe you PR Swe) my old 


friend, 1 only juſt run back from my call 
upon Lord B. to tell you that you ſhall 
hear from me in a day or two, and that 
n 1; 275 20+ 7060 „ 2 
een truly, &. & 1 


We " 
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« a x Yarmouth, 1 my . 
DEAR srn, e Ie Yor ou 
.. YOUR old friend T—and I are ju 1 
returned from a very gratifying trip to the 


ancient capital of this county. Norwich, 
the induſtrious, commercial, and proſper- 
ous Norwich, is certainly a very lovely 
ſpot. I know of nothing in any country 


I have viſited upon fervice or pleaſure, 


that is ſuperior to the view from its 
Caftle-hill ; that is, for the eye (I would 
be underſtood to mean) which can be 
delighted and contented with the pic- 


tureſque of mild and tranquil ſcenery, 


Bolder proſpects, awfully loaded with 
maſſes of monſtrous mountains and rough 
ridges of rugged rocks, will better ſuit the - 
taſte that demands gigantic magnificence; 

| | | but 
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but the ſoft and placid ſcenery which fur 
rounds this happy ſeat of affluence and in- 
duſtry, is calculated to correſpond with, 
and to create a continual ſerenity of ſpirits, 
the habitual harmony of the life of man. A 

winding and 4 verdant vale, through which, 
in ſerpentine elegance, tardily flows the | 
placid and unruffled Menſum; which vale 
has gentle riſings on either fide, flouriſh- 
ing in all the prolific perfection of 
ſcientific and ſyſtematie management, 
forms à conſiderable part of the view in 
the ride from Yarmouth to Norwich. 


The latter half of this little journey is 
rich in good huſbandry and produce, 
even in this county immemorially and 
proverbially agricultural: crops of wheat, 
luxuriant productions of clover, and 
turnip - fields of unrivalled cultivation, 
decorate this ſcene of rural beauty and 


Plenty. . FP 


In the earlier part, indeed, we paſſed 
F 2 ſome 
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ſome tame and meadowed flats, here called 


Dams, which, although leſs productive 


of graniferous profit, ſtill do their duty to 
the proprietors of them by the various 
and valuable ſuccours of fuel ; turf, peat, 
furze, flag, and ſedge :. and, if theſe rude 

marſhes furniſh ſubſtitutes for ſea· coal 
and wood, the little lakes, here deno- 


minated Broads, are very productive of 


fiſh and wild fowl: theſe ſhallow lakes 
are not inaptly thus termed Broads: they 
are the conſequence of the level equality 
of the land through which their rivers have 
their courſe ; which, traverſing an even 
ſurface, and meeting with few obſtacles, 
the ſtreams are glaflily ſmooth, and 
merely, upon running over a hollow of 
meadow of greater or leſs extent, leave a 
ſufficiency of water to fill them, and con- 


ſtantly renew its „ 


The „ 1 to the 


right and left of this road, are perhaps, 


men 
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men as are to be found in Britain; ſufs 
ficient theoriſts for experiment and ſpe- 
culation, unbigotted to ancient and 
ſtubborn habits, and yet too guarded for 
raſh riſk and incautious adventure. 


As we more nearly approached the city, 
'we entered upon a {till more decided track 
of obviouſly-excellent agriculture. The 
Blofield Hundred is a paragon of produce : 
the weedleſs crop here atteſts the hand 
of a maſter : the eye; although glutted 
with 'an immenſity of produce, views 
everywhere the diſtinctneſs of ceconomical 
diſtribution : ſtrong in its propitious ſoil, 
the upright, vivid, clear, and perpen- 
dicular ſtalk competent to ſuſtain its pro» 
miſing weight and future wealth of ear, 
juſtifies the ſkill of the grower in the 
ſeaſoning, the ſowing, and the ſetting of 
his grain. | 


If the father who ſpareth the rod has 
been ſtated to be the ſpoiler of his child, 
F 3 10 


* 
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ſo the farmer who withboldeth the hoe, 
may be ſaid to ruin his turnips: to ſee 
the expert labourers, however, in that 
favourite and lucrative production of the 
fields of Norfolk, cutting away hundreds 
and leaving only diſtant units, would 
induce a ſpectator unaccuſtomed to the 
proceeding to dread an entire annihilation 
of that important crop : bur fully adequate 
is the number of plants left to fill every 
ſpace at the full ſize of their maturity, 
and then matchleſs in magnitude and 
exquiſite in nutriment, they fatten to the 
moſt generous fize ſome of the beſt 
bullocks Smithfield boaſts, and feed ſome 
of the fineſt . flavoured mutton Leaden- 
—_ ie nid! 
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Some of the vie ws in this Aviso of 

; the county are pleaſingly attractive to a 
ſpectator that does not require the ma- 
jeſtic or enormous: many parts to which 

we zig - zagged from the main road, are 
ſalficiently embelliſhed with woodand the 
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ſlowly winding Yare, ſerpentizing through 
the valley with a uſeful, although not 
very numerous navigation of ſmall craft, 
gives the ſolidity of ſatisfaction in the 
conviction of profit, added to the pleaſure 
of contemplating its beauties. This valley 
has evident proofs of having formerly been 
covered by the ſea: and here we had once 
mor the pleaſure to behold a pro- 
fitable portion of terra firma reſcued 
from the invaſion and dominion of that 
element. TL and I, who have often ad- 
mired, mile by mile; the beautiful and 
well cultivated vale ſnatched by human 
ſxill and exertion from the Mediterranean 
Sea, between Leghorn and Piſa; who 
have - beheld the abundant crop and 
ſtately tree flouriſhing on that ſpot where 
crept the coral, and gambolled the inha- 
bvitants of the deep, were enchanted by this 
little renewal of paſt gratification : there is, 
however, a very material difference, in 


one reſpect, between the two circum- 


ſtances; for, whereas, in the Tuſcan 
„ inſtance, 
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pride, that the valuable Tralian Level 


ol its very caſtle, a Daniſi chieftain with a 
numerous fleet invaded, ſacked, and 


Ee, 


Inſtance, the excluſion of the ſea proceeded 
from, the ſublime ideas and the able 


operations of man; the departure of the 


waters in the Norfolk example, was the 
performance of Nature, as the North Sea, 
in the caprice of its evolutions withdrew 
itſelf, _ I ought, however, to add, what 
J write and you will read wich conſcious 


above mentioned, was detached from the 
kingdom of Neptune, and transferred to 
the ſickle of Ceres, by the nn and 


genius of an ow: eng 
Up to the cy of Mornich, to — foot 


burned the city: on the ſurface of that 
water, which now is precious earth, there, 
where peace and plenty bleſs the ſolid 


- foil, — Swain, the invader, failed with his 


hoſtile hoſt, and brought to the -pride of 
the Eaſt Anglian diſtrict war, devaſta- 
tion, and terror, n 
Although 
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Although I have already agreed to ſtart as 
few antiquarian reſearches and conjectures 
as may be in this digreſſive correſpondence, 
yet, it is abſolutely impoſſible not to 
catch at ſome few of the many every-day 
proofs, as poſitive as they are pleaſing, 
that meet us on our way, and are exiſting 
teſtimonies of facts long gone by. For 
example, in the features and complexions 
of our countrymen, what diſcriminating 
eye is there that does not continually 
trace in this our land, now uniformly 
Britiſh, the varieties of our deſcents! Who 
can ſit in a mixed ſociety of Britons, and 
not trace, particularly in the colours of the 
hair, the ſtock from which many indi- 
viduals proceed! The Daniſh red and 
flaxen ; the Roman black; the Saxon 
auburn ; the Norman brown ;—all - theſe 
are no leſs traceable than are the names 
imported by various invaders. In theſe 
our Eaſt Angles, the Daniſh conquerors 
made, ſome of their earlieſt incurſions- 
Not a little delighted with the firſt fruits 


Fs of 
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of cheir piratical enterprizes, they fixed 
firm in the captured land thoſe adventur- 
ous feet that had carried them on board 
their ſhips, for the decided purpoſes of 
rapine and conqueſt : they boldly ſeized 
the Jcenian fhores, and held them long, 
Under their potent and ſucceſsful leader, 
the victorious Swain, they pitched their 
| tents upon our ſurrendered fields, and 
divided the territory into diſtin& proper» 
ties, as the Daniſh appellations ſtill evince. 
The name of the triumphal General 
Has been transferred to a very advanced 
poſterity in the villages; the Swantons,the 
 Swanningtons, and the TO of the 
county. 


If De Foe, in the ſatirical rhapſody he 
has vented againſt Engliſh deſcent in his 
True-born Engliſhman, has invidiouſlyamal- 
gamated in our miſcellaneous compoſi- 
tion the very multitudinous defects of 
our various ſubduers, I wiſh (with proper 
deference to the TO memory of that 

humorous 
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humorous anatomũſt of our genealogical 
pretenſions) juſt to urge, chat, with all 
the avowed defects entailed upon us by our 
different progenitors, we aſpire likewiſe to 
a trifling heirſhip of a few of their virtues. 
Originally confined to our native produc- 
tions of crab · apples and blackberries, how 
we came poſſeſſed of mulberries and non- 
pareils, Heaven knows: but, here they are 
here they grow and flouriſh !—Engrafted 

onour crabbed ſtock, the imported fruit has 
gained augmented flavour : the Britons of 
the weſt, although once confined to the 
manual ſqueeze of the temporary verjuice, 
now revel in the mellowed fermentations of 
Styre- and Cagaghee; and I truſt there 
is one ſacred particular in which we ſhall 
all imitate our: anceſtor freebooters ; 
that is, like them, the land we have, we 
will keep: however deſcended, we will 
be ſelf-defended the reſolution, the te- 
macity, the perſeverance with which thoſe 
ys * eee marked their property 
N | F MG a 42206 in 
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in the ſoil (until Aſrid the Briton cleared 


huis Albion for his Britons)! ſhall» be our 


example for modern and preſent imitation; 
15 by 0.36350 

Excuſe this digreſion—when my coun- 
try is the theme, my heart runs away 
with my imagination; and my zeal cannot 
controul my pen. A mind naturally 
prone / to compare preſent - circumſtances 
with remote occurrences, cannot but be 
Touzed to occaſional animation, when it 
contemplates the high-crowned glory of 
this land of liberty and felicity, contraſted 


with the humility of its indigenous com- 


forts ; England howing beneath the ſwords 
of boat- loads of Daniſh © thieves, —and 
England exalted by her laws, her _— 


| her arts, and her virtues! 


* 7 oi 
I ſhall now deſcend from the airy re- 
gions of rhapſody -tb the plain road of 

circumſtantial narration, and ſhall tell 
you our tranſactions during the three laſt. 
gays; and, I hope, at the ſame time, 
| | impart 


Tog 


 Joqart; to you ſome, little ſhare, oY that 
ſatisfaction they have ſo abundantly ſup» 
| plied to your old friend 'T— and Myles) 


On Saturday laſt; at a very 3 how 
we left, Yarmouth for a trip to Norwich, 
in conſequence of an invitation from a 
reſpectable manufacturer here, a diſtant 
relation of 7— who, in the hoſpitality of 
his table and the benevolence of his life, 
is an amiable ſpecimen of thoſe liberal 
and mercantile manners which — 
charaQterize the Pein inhabitants. 

We arrived at an inn, Heated. in 2 
market · place, juſt in time to behold from 
its windows. one of the moſt gratifying 
exhibitions of neatneſs and plenty 1 have 
beheld in any country. If exquiſite neat- 
neſs here gives eyen an added gratification 


- to the view of a glorious abundance, ſo 


are the dreſles,. the viands, the baſket- 
cloths, every article and every utenſil. of 
the e and freſh mae ente, re- 
| * commended 
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commended by the profuſ on of brovigen 
that loads and ornatents the mafket 
On our way hither we ſa / on the road 
ſeveral of theſe roſy marchandes of butter 
and poultry; ſome in "carts; others on 
Horſeback - thioſe in the carts, had placed 
| before them twolarge market · hampers, here 
called a pair of peds : theſe peds are ſemi- 
circular on one, and flat on the oppoſite 
fide, with a cloſe and well · ftted cover to 
each; ſo that, when placed on the flaſh- 
deck of a market-cart, they join each other 
cloſely on the flat fide, and ſtow rather 
commodiouſſy: when placed on a horſe, 


the connecting ſtraps which preſerve them 
from too great a ſeparation, are of a length 
to be laid over the ſeat of a* pretty large 
ſaddle, on which the fair Ef Anglian 
"mounts from what, their agility conſidered, 
is very pertinently denomiĩnated a Skip ping- 
Bloct; and 1 ſhould conjeture” that no 
little length of time and habit tuſt be 
requiſte to inſure the hebdomadal venders 
ol their renowned turkies, to ſuſtain the 
periodical 


ol 


& 


% 
. 


trot expeditions.—Butter, eggs, peele; 
fowls, ſucking-pigs, the moſt delicate 
ſwine's fleſh, ſauſages with the ſummum 
of ſavoury ſeaſoning, in cloſe: and well- 
compacted layers, load the fides of many 
a ſturdy dobhin, and ſhake the well 
knitted joints of theſe - rofy equeſfrian 
damſels. I ſhall not ſcrutinize analogicallyß 
the comparative ſtructure of the human 
frame with that of the porcal tribe, ak 
beit the reſemblance is anatomically 
evident; therefore, I refrain from con- 
jecturing that a continued contact can 
create ſimilarity of ſubſtance; eſpecially, 
if Jam right in my recollection, as prime 
laddle · ſeats are made of h , 


The market-place, which is 1 an 
oblong- ſquare, and a very fine one, lies 
upon a ſlope with exactly ſufficient in- 
clination to ſhew to advantage the ſuc- 
ceſſive rows of peds, as you view them 
from the bottom, The market-women 

are 


are ranged in equidiſtant rows, with a 
regularity little ſhort of military preciſion; 
between theſe rectilinear diviſions ſufficient 
ſpace 1s preſeryed to admit the concourſe 
of buyers; and by this judicious regula- 
tion all confuſion is completely prevented. 
At the bottom is another ſpace of parade- 
like appearance, emphatically called the 
Gentleman's Walk: this walk, on the 
market-day, is thronged with a collection 
of very intereſting characters; the mer- 
ehant, the manufacturer, the magiſtrate, the 
provincial yeoman, the militia- officer, 
the affluent landlord, the thrifty and chriv- 
ing tenant, the independent farmer, the 
recruiting - officer, the clergy, faculty, |; 
barriſters, and ail the various characters 
of poliſhed and profeſſional ſociety. In 
ſhort, not to run into minute particulars : 
of this proud ſcene of buſtle and buſineſs, 
health and wealth, proſperity and pleaſure, 
proud let me call it, as it is the true cri- 
terion of provincial and national glory, 
which is better aſcertained amidſt the 
indiſ- 
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Audi and collected, than in the 
ſeparated and ſelected claſſes of the 


community. 


The remainder of this day and its 
evening were paſſed in the fanuly-cheer- 
fulneſs of our hoſt, who concluded his 
operations of weekly employment and 
profeſſional exertion by a generous re- 
laxation, a feſtivity evidently the bleſſed 
reſult of ſucceſs, and with (che frank 
urbanity of the proſperous Britiſh mer- 
chant. Having enjoyed the following 
days of Sunday and Monday at the 
country - houſe of this opulent citizen, 
where an eaſy gaiety enlivened the Sab- 
bath, which was paſſed in the due and 
ſolemn obſervance of public worſhip, we 
returned to town to be preſent on the 
Tueſday at the grand anniverſary fef- 
tival; muh called here the 

„ ee eee A at 8 
This was, wy expreſs, myſelf accurately, 
a buſy day of joy z  eyery moment of it was 
well- 
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well filled up with very attractive matter 


for gtatifieation. As. I do not rethertiber 
to have ever enjoyed a mote complete 


day of true pleaſure (one, at leaſt, ariſing 


from public tranſaction) or to have be- 
held one of 4 more laudable and rattonal 
deſcription, I ſhall be ſornewhat circum- 
ſtantial in detailing its proceetlings; which 


25 ſhalt” os: to you” in che order "wy 
112 1 29 {is 2135 20. J "2, * 


—— T be dennen of this denver 


I am informed; been generally celebrated 


with a ſplendor and ſolemnity becoming 
the opulence and dignity of this very an- 
cient- corporation. But there were this 
year ſome Greurkfintcs that gave to this 


particular return of it, a Wm And 


excluſive . 900 


At ten o'clock in the aftern oon; ſeveral 
of che Aldermen, with the Sheriffs, waited 
upon the Mayor ele, and walked in 
Proceſſion to the late Mayor's, with each 
of 
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of whom they took ſome refreſhment. 
Then they proceeded in their carriages 
to the hall in the market, paſſing under a 
triumphal arch, which was moſt ingeni- 
ouſly conſtructed and covered with ever- 
greens, decorated with flowers and ſur- 
mounted with battlements, concealing a 
muſic gallery, where a band played while 
the court paſſed under it. On their ar- 
rival at the hall, they were joined by 
ſeveral of the Common Council : thence 
the Corporation, attended by two corps 
of Volunteers, and preceded by the city- 
regalia, officers, and .mufic, went in 
proceſſion to the cathedral, As ſoon as the 
whole reached the grand gate, the Vo- 
lunteers ſtationed themſelves on each ſide, 
preſented arms, and the Officers ſaluted 
as the Corporation paſſed into the church, 
which, according to very ancient cuſtom, 
was ſtrewed with the tert /edge (ca- 
lamus aromaticus). On their returning 


oppoſite 


from the cathedral, a pauſe was made 
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oppoſite the great door of the City Fres. 


School, where one of the ſcholars delivered 


an oration in the Latin language. Al- 
though I was too far removed from the 
ſcene of delivery to hear more than a very 
ſmall part of the addreſs, yet, as ſuch 
orations are always the compoſition of 
the maſter, it is unqueſtionable that it 
was much to the point, the preſent pre- 
ceptor who preſides over that ancient 
foundation, poſſeſſing every — re- 
quiſite for the en. 


1 We dn followed the magiſtrates to 
the hall, and found drawn up in the 
market - place, in which the hall ſtands, 
the Corps 'of Norwich Light Horſe — 
The members of that very excellent 
troop appeared in new uniforms on the 
occaſion, and made both a military and 
ſplendid appearance. 


The Right Worfhipful the Mayor was 
- when 
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then ſworn (the ſecond time) into office 
as Mayor for the year enſuing, with the 
uſual ſolemnities. After receiving from 
the late Mayor the Sword of Juftice. 
and the City Maces, which were delivered 
over to the proper officers, he addrefled 
his . wo ria 


But before I * you the purport of 
his ſpeech, which I have here copied 
from a better document than my own - > 
inadequate recollection, I muſt explain 1 
in ſome degree to you, one of thoſe eir- 
cumſtances of excluſive conſideration, 
which excepts this ceremony I am now 
deſcribing from the rotation anniverſaries 


of common . | 


This aki had ferved the office 
of Mayor thirty years before the preſent 
date of his entering · into office: at which 


time the Steward of the Corporation, 
whoſe duty it now was to give him the 
admoni- 
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| . 
audmonitory lecture, as to the importance 


of the office he had juſt been inveſted 
with, and who was ſagely to expound to 


him the high charge of his magiſterial truſt, 


was little more than born; and, what 
rendered ſtill more delicate the ſituation 
between the learned Steward and the 
Right Worſhipful Mayor was, that the 
former is a younger ſon of the latter. 
Here then was the gravity of age to be 
ſchooled by the almoſt unbearded Tyro: 
the veteran magiſtrate to be drilled for 


Juſtice by a mere recruit in nn | 


diſcipline. 

2 laps e "FRO: — 
the delicacy of this mixed family and 
corporation ee and I ſhould not 
have placed it ſo pointedly before your 
view, but for the pleaſure I know you 
will receive at reading the manly ſenti- 


ments (and hearing my report of their 


n which honourably liberated both 
, parent 


g Poe 
parent and child from ſuch an embarraſſe 


Strom)! 29 1s 1 89251 


They tal leak for chemlelyes. 18 


be Moe! euer, Med. ry 
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e In reaſſuming the alfice ” Mayor. 
« of this City after an interval of thirty, 
« years, I ſenſibly feel the importance of, 
« the. truſt repoſed in me by my fellow- 
« citizens. When I reflect on the great 
« merit of my predeceſſor, his conſtant 
« and active attention, not only. to the 
« incidental duties of his office, but to. 
cc every object in which the intereſt of 
« this city could be involved, or the 
« public ſervice benefitted; when T ob- 
* ſerve how much the duties of office 
have lately encreaſed,—it is not without 
* ſome diffidence and apprehenſion that 
« ] contemplate the honourable and 

*« arduous fituation in which your par- 
« tiali 
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tiality has placed me. My fears are 
r however relieved, when I ſee ſurround-' 
ing me the aſſiſtance to which I can 
« always reſort, and know the alacrity 
ce with which that affiſtance is always 
« afforded. But this, Gentlemen, 1 is not 
* my only reliance; I rely alſo on the 
& good diſpoſition of my fellow-citizens 5 
* that their conduct will be' ſo peaceable 
te and regular, that it will not call on me 
cc to exert: the moſt un pleaſant part of 
40 my duty, t to ad with reer and Nee 


cc It now bnly a for nd to pledge 
ce myſelf to be watchful over tlie welfare 
te of the city, and to promote it to the 
ct utmoſt of my power ; to be attentive on 
« all occaſions to its intereſts; and, as your 
& chief magiſtrate, to be guided only by 
cc one principle, —to adminiſter juſtice 


« with firmneſs and b 1 85 


It was at * end of this plain and un- 


. addreſs that the ſpeaker of it 
was 


— 
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was to lend the attention of the magiſ- 
trate to the admonitions of the court's 
law- officer, that the Steward of the cor- 
poration, in his official department, was 
to preſcribe a line of conduct to him, from 
whom ſuch preſcription cuſtomarily flows 
in the courſe of nature. 


He thus addreſſed his Father and, his 
Mayor ;— | 


The Stewards Speech to the New 3 


© MR. MAYOR, 

te In the peculiar: cert in which 
« 1 am now placed, it is impoſſible for 
* me to addreſs you without ſome re- 
« ſtraint; and, ſurely, my fence might 
« be excuſable, where delicacy equally 
* forbids compliment, and precludes in- 
& fruction. Indeed, Sir, all that I can do 
t on the preſent occaſion, is merely to 
ce expreſs publicly my participation iu 
ce the general congratulations of my fel- 
<* low - citizens to one who, having long 
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te eſtabliſned the juſteſt title to my love 


« and duty as a parent, has now the 


te additional claim to my reſpect and 


„ Obedience as a magiſtrate, Independ- 


« ent, Sir, of theſe ties, which ſeem 


c almoſt to command my ſilence, I ſhould 


« deem any comment on the duties of 
«the high and honourable ſituation in 
« which you are now placed, quite fuper- 
« fluous, ſince your own declarations ſuf- 
« ficiently prove your ſenſe of their im- 
e portance, and your reſolution to meet 
« them with firmneſs and impartiality: 
c and, as I cannot but know that the 
&« jnformation which you muſt have re- 
c ceived, on a fimilar occaſion, from 
4 one of my learned and able predeceſſors, 
« has been meliorated and improved by 
« Jong and tried experience, more chan this 
e it would not be becoming me to ſay; 
« and I ſhould hardly bave thought myſelf 
« juſtifiable in ſaying . Let me hows 
de ever add, That ſuch is your attachment 


« to your native city; ſuch your grati- 


\ 


« tude 
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et tude. for the honours you and your 


« family have long received, and ſtill con- 


a tinue to receive from it; ſuch your 


« wiſhes for its proſperity, and your deſire 


* to promote it, that I may ſafely unite 


ein any pledge which you can offer of 


© attention to its intereſts z and may con- 


« fidently pronounce, that your conduct 
{© in this your preſent Mayoralty will not 
<« deviate from that which, in your firſt, 


* acquired you the thanks of $6.17: feb. 
9 low-citizens.” | 


Had this been ſpoken with any com- 
mon ſenſation; had it flowed from the 
lips like a common - place Weſtminſter 
ball venal harangue, I ſhould not thus 
minutely have ſtated to you the ſpeech 
and reply of a proviacial magiſtrate, and 


a corporation- ſteward: but the affair was 


pathetic in a very affecting degree; and 
to have been fully felt, it muſt have been 
diſtinctly heard. — T—, who has heard 
broadfides, and gales, and hurricanes to 
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his full allowance, was, as well as you 
humble ſervant, dropping into the melting 
mood, when the ſame orator of the court 


addreſſed himſelf to the old mayor. 


That very reſpectable magiſtrate and 
manufacturer had gone through his year 
of ſervice, which was by no means a year 
of tranquillity, with moſt exemplary pro- 
priety. In the courſe of it, particular cir- 
cumſtances had twice called him into 
the preſence of his Sovereign, and each 
time he had modeſtly declined the pro- 


"ferred honour of Knighthood. He re. 


ceived the complimentary addreſs of the 
Steward with that frank and unembar- 
raſſed acceptation of the heart, which in- 


conteſtably proved that truth dictated 


the offer of thanks, and truth juſtified 
the honeſt ſelf-application- of them. 
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The 5 W s Speech to the Old or Deputy 
* Mayor 5 


4% NMR. DEPUTY MAYOR, 
«© Had you not, Sir, during the period 
* in which you have been our chief 
* magiſtrate, received at various times, 
* and on various occaſions, the thanks 
« of your fellow-citizens, I ſhould have 
ce thought myſelf bound at this time to 
« have enumerated the particular in- 
« ſtances in which you had deſerved 
their approbation ; but, Sir, it has been 
* your peculiar good fortune to have 
* anticipated the uſual applaufe of this 
day; and the public have announced 
« their ſenſe of your merit before this court 
« could have any opportunity of uniting 
ein our teſtimony, We are now there- 
fore called. upon to declare publicly 
e our concurrence in the gratitude al- 
* ready expreſſed, and to aſſure you, Sir, 
that we eſteem» your conduct deſerving ® 
general commendation, Your atten- 
G 3 tion 
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« tion to the police of this city was 
„ evinced at the very commencement of 
«your Mayoralty, by cauſing ſuch in- 


« ftructions to be given to the ſubordinate 


e peace - officers as not only informed 
them of their duties, but enabled the 
«« magiſtrate, with greater facility to en- 
« quire into the due and exact diſcharge 


of them; and, in all the functions of 


% magiſtracy, whether juſtice was to be 
<« adminiſtered, the peace of the city to 
be preſerved, or the internal regula». 
tions regarded, your zeal and alacrity 
ere /laudably manifeſted. And, Sir, 
« Jet me not omit to mention that 
* ſpirited and humane attention which 
0 ſo effectually adminiſtered to the wants 
** and comforts of our army on their 
* return from the late expedition to Hol- 


land. Believe me, Sir, it is not within 


te theſe walls only that your conduct on 
that memorable occaſion has met with 


* «applauſe ; - it is recorded in the hearts 
« of our officers and ſoldiers, and will 


«© never 
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te never ceaſe to be remembered by thoſe 
« who experienced the beneficial effects 
« of your indefatigable affiduity, The 
« Liberality which you have diſplayed 
« in your Mayoralty, equally deſerves 
« our notice; and your endeavours to 
*« contribute * to the improvement, the 
« convenience, and the embelliſhment of 
* the city, cannot have eſcaped our grate- 
& ful obſervation. It is for ſuch conduct, 
« ſo marked, and fo diſtinguiſhed, that 
* you are entitled to the thanks of this 
“ court and your fellow-citizens; and 
« | have great pleaſure in requeſting you, 
«© Sir, in their name and 1 in their behalf, to 
4 & accept them.“ 


25 To this judicious and merited addreſs, 
the Old Mayor returned a ſuitable and 
conciſe reply, and retired from the duties 
of the firſt magiſtrate, crowned by popular 
applauſe, and, what is more precious ſtill, 
by ſelf-approbation. An 1 
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was ably and delicately promoted by the 


curity and national regulation, the honeſt 


and it now remained to adjourn to the 


or u upon the earth. 
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'The New Mayor had now another trial 
of affection to ſuſtain :—The Volunteer 
Cavalry, who paraded in view of the court, 


was commanded by another of his ſons ; 
and, if the civil reputation of his — 


Steward, the military defence of the city 
was honourably demonſtrated in the corps 
of the Colonel; and, as far as provincial 
exertion could contribute to national ſe- 


pride of this reſpectable family muſt have 
met its full and ine ae ww 


The two e corps, N dif 
guiſhed by their laudable loyalty, promp- 


titude of manceuvre, and decorum of 
deportment, fired in honour of the day, 


other ſplendid hall of the city, to a build- 
ing and a feaſt that would be worthy of 
the magiſtracy of any capital in Eurgphy 


Saint 
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Saint Andrew's Hall. 


This very beautiful ſtructure, which 
was formerly the monaſtery-church of the 
Black Friars, or Benedictine Monks, is fifty 
yards long and thirty wide: as it was 
filled with the nobility and gentry, and all 
the females of faſhion in the county, you 
will not be ſurprized that the ſumptuous 
board accommodated upwards/ of three 
hundred perſons. The treat was Britiſhly 
ſubſtantial, replete with every delicacy, 
elegantly. arranged in its tables and 
courſes, and its honours adminiſtered with 5 
preciſion and liberality. 


Towards the concluſion of dinner, a 
tall ſtentor-lunged beadle of the court, 
proclaimed that the Old Mayor drank the 
health of his ſucceſſor; that is, when tranſ- 
lated, it amounts to as much: 


« Miſter Mar drinks a health tur the 
G 5 % Noow 
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e Noow Alect“ -in good, ſound, broad, 
monotonous N orfolk. 


The ſplendor, decorum, profuſion, 
hilarity, numbers, dignities of this magiſ- 
tratical feſtival, aided by the harmonious 
accompanyments of the city and military- 
bands, were graced by the faireſt forms of 
this Eft Anglian region of beauty, intermix- 
add with a gallant band of affociated Icenian 

patriots, and the ſpacious edifice adorned 
with the well- executed portraits of its 
| ſucceſſive chief magiſtrates. 
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I ſhall conclude my account of this ele- 
gant and modern exhibition of the eigh- 
teenth century, by a paragraph extracted 
from the little Norfolk Tour 1 have 
mentioned before, and which ſhall ac- 
company this letter to town, for the amuſe- 
ment of yourſelf and your family, fo juſtly 

beloved by you, and ſo cordially eſteemed 
* me. 
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* The Earls of Northumberland and 
“ Huntingdon, the Lords Thomas 
« Howard and Willoughby, with many 
other Nobles and Knights, being on a 
4 yiſit to the Duke of Norfolk in 1 561, 
&« the Mayor invited them and their ladies 
« to the Feaß; who all expreſſed the 
* higheſt ſatisfaction at their generous 
« reception. — After dinner Mr. John 
« Martin, a wealthy and honeſt man of 
Norwich, made the following ſpeech :— 


« Maiſter Mayor of Norwich, and it 
« pleaſe your Worſhip, you have feaſted 
© us like a King—God bleſs the Queen's 
«© Grace—we have fed plentifully—and 
© now, whilom I can ſpeak plain Eng- 

« Fiſh, 1 heartily thank you Maiſter 
Mayor; and ſo do we all. — Anſwer, 
“boys, anſwer : your beer is pleaſant and 
&« potent, and will ſoon catch us by the 
« caput, and ſtop our manners. And fo 
« huzza for the Queen's Majeſty's Grace, 
66 e all her Bonny brow'd Dames of 

G 6 0 Honour . 


/ — 
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ec Honour. H 022A for Maiſter Mayor, 
* and our good Dame Mayoreſs. —His: 


Noble Grace (of Norfolk). there he is, 
« God bleſs him, and all this jolly com- 
« pany.— To all our friends round county, 
Who have a penny in their. purſe, and 
an Engliſh heart in their bodies to keep 
« out Spaniſh Dons and Papiſts with 
< their faggots to burn our whiſkers.— 
« Shove it about, twirl your cap-caſes, 
handle your jugs, and huzza for 
« Maiſter Mayor and his Brethren their 
« Worſhips,” Pee PAY 


** 


* 


There was not a particle of lefs jolly 
fincerity in the feaſt of 1800, although 
chaſtized by the correcting civilization of 
modern refinement, Indeed, the moſt 
delicious wines of the continent ſuper- 

ſeded the circulation of his Worſhip's 

beer, ſo pleaſant and potent: and as, in the 
little book from whence you have this 

extract, you will ſee that the ſum total of 

expence amounted to one poumd twelve 
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Aillings and nine-pence, you may be well 
aſſured that three hundred times that ſum 
would not liquidate the charges of this 
recent entertainment. 


In the evening we were eſcorted by our 
attentive hoſt and his elegant family to 
the Aſſembly- Rooms, whether the greater 
party of the dinner, gentlemen, and nearly 
all the ladies, had repaired. — The ſim- 
plicity of commercial and ſubſtantial 
elegance was here profuſely diſplayed ; 
not in the decorations of ornamental frip- 
pery,; not in the Gallic feſtoonery of 
daubing and embelliſhment (for the 
rooms are merely rooms) but in the 
faſhionable habiliments of the company, 
the well - regulated decorum of the ball, 
and the unuſually accurate band that put 
in motion the agile limbs, and gave, if 
poſſible, an added animation to the eyes 
of the Icenian ſparklers. 
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old and amiable canipaigner was fairly 


younger tar was the deſtined partner for 


the prevalent jollity of the feſtival had 


ſurrendering the command of the frigate, 
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His Worſhip's wine, ſo pleaſant and : 

potent, had ſo animated the countenance, 
and ſo lubricated the veteran limbs of 
your friend T, that he very gallantly-ac- 
cepted the challenge of his relation's 
eldeſt daughter to lead down a dance ; ; 
and he performed ſo much to his partner's, 
his own, and all our ſatisfaction, that our 


caught, and the elaſtic Eaſt Anglian would 
not let him off, under a treble reperition 
of his good humoured exertions. — With 
a grace moſt manly, and a frankneſs moſt 
amiable, he then led her to the tea- room, 
where a brother ſailor (no unworthy repre- 
ſentative of what 7— was at the ſame time 
of life) was no unwilling ſucceſſor for 
the dance of the evening: in fact, the 


that day, and, probably, for life; but 


robbed him for a moment of a hand that 
will bleſs bim (I hope) for years, — At 


7— 


— 
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T gaily (but aſide) obſerved to him, 
« Take her, my boy ; ſhe's a tight veſſel, in 
« good trim, and an excellent ſailor ; 1 lile 
« her becauſe fhe is not over-canvaſſed t: 
« my couſin will ballaſt her well, and fie 
e cannot be in better hands than you, \my;. _ ,* 
& honeſt fellow, 1 think I praved my metal 8 5 
« to-night; but Im ſure ſhe would ny "7 
&© too many guns for me #7 


A gentleman in the uniform of the 
Norwich Infantry Volunteers, who had 
juſt joined us, now whiſpered in e, 
that Cotillont were juſt going to begin, 
and defired to know whether I wiſhed to 
dance. As. I had neither {ſkill nor pen- 
chant for that juvenile quadrille, I re- 
plied in the negative: upon which he 
invited me to a contre dance of a different | 
deſcription, and adjourned to the Vöttle. Whese. 
This fon of Mirth, Bacchus, and Glee, 
was, it ſeems, from the airy pranks of his 
youthful days, with more ſeverity of ap- 
plication than propriety of deſcription, 
* dif- 
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diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of Satan. 
Never, however, was there, I ſhould think,” 
a more diſingenuous, or a more unmerited 
miſnomer, unleſs it be /atanical to be a 
deviliſi pleafant, polite, and feſtive com- 
panion; and unleſs to be cheerful is hell- 
i, and to be companionable is diabolical, 
To the traits of true hilarity of counte- 
nance, he united the faſcinations of a 
melodious voice, and warbled freely the 


jocund ſtrains of Morris and Dibdin. 
The moment was brilliant, and the glaſs 


ſomewhat rapid; but vivacity did not 
overteap diſcretion. © The ſong up ſtairs 
correſponded with the dance below, and 
the floor and the roof were in uniſon. 


N 


Our /atanicat bon vivant, having obliged 


us by reiterated chanſons, demanded my 


ditty. Fortunately for T—'s amuſement, I 
bad a few days before tacked two humble 
ſtanzas to our old favourite air of © God 
ſave the King,” which were peculiarly 
Ter to the juncture of dun jolly even- 


ing 
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ing; and having my old ſailor meſſmate 
on one ſide of me, and my deviliſi bumper- 


mate on the other, I offered the little 


tribute of a royal muſe, in the following 


couplets:.— 


© 


Health to each ſoldier bold 
Who's for great George enroll'dg 


Far be his glory told, 
| God fave the King! 


„ 
Health to each truſty tar 


Wbo ſo well wins the war: 


_ ©. Sound, ſound his glory far, 
Long live the King ! 


— 


— 


3 


Tou would think your old crony was 


vain of his poetry and proweſs, were he to 


diſplay to you the encores, the choruſſes, 
and the applaud;/ements of this "On jew 


de ee 
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DEAR SIR, 


| affliction, 
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LETTER X. 
Yarmouth, Iſt July, 1800. 


WE have extended our excurſion 


farther into the country, and ſhould have 


done ſo to its moſt ſplendid habitation of 
princely elegance, had not a very melan- 
choly incident in the family of that cele- 
brated palace, rendered i it improper, and, 
indeed, impoſſible to view it under ſo 
lamentable a circumſtance of f domeſtic 


The beauties of Holkham, the magni- 
ficent manſion of the Leicefter family, 
from whom it deſcended to its preſent 
reſpectable proprietor, cannot now charm 
any eye, however inquiſitively curious, 
that is attached to a mind of compal- 
ſionate reflection. The amiable and bene- 
volent matron chat n with ſo much 
honour 


139 
honour and elegance over that ſuperb eſta- 
bliſhment, has lately relinquiſhed all earthly 
enjoyments, and is departed for that ſcene 


of juſtice and remuneration, where mani- 


fold virtues cannot fail to be compenſated 


with the merited reward of mg 
felicity. 


This dignified, although untitled houſe, 
has experienced a twofold calamity: the 
amiable ſon - in- law of Mr. Coke was 
fatally and accidentally deſtroyed: in the 
moment of youth and health, and in the 
poſſeſſion of honour and proſperity, by 
the burſting of his fowling-piece, in pur: 
ſuit of field- diverſion. The young Lord 
Andover, in delivering his gun to the 
hand of his ſervant, a faithful adherent, 
from ſome unlucky touch of the trigger, 
received the deadly contents in his breaſt, 
and after ſuffering excruciating torture 
with a moft manly reſignation, paid the 
laſt and very painful debt of nature, under 
the roof of his matrimonial parents. T he 

N afflicted 
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afflicted mother of the widowed mourner 
has but for a few ſhort months ſurvived 
the ſhock, which plunged two families 
into bittereſt diſtrefs ; and the firm and 
fortified mind of a huſband and a father, ; 


has ſuſtained the complicated * of 


repeated deprivation. 


No words that my pen can preſume to 
affect, can ſo pointedly paint to you the 
deportment of this anguiſhed character 
as the plain and ſimple narrative of the 
provincial- paper, in the detail of Mrs, 
Coke's interment : the ſolemnity, the ſub- 
limity of that pions ceremonial, is ſo con- 
traſted by its village-decency and ruſtic 


ſuperiority, with the ſlovenly rites of the 


capital on ſuch occafions, and meets fo 
appoſitely the ideas expreſſed in my letters 
to Lord B. on this ſubject, that I cannot 
refrain from extracting for your peruſal. 
the account of 

VMS. CokkE's Fux ERAL. 
On Monday laſt, the remains of Mrs. 
Coke, 
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« Coke, the virtuous wife of Thomas 
% William Coke, Eſq. of Holkham, were 
« depoſited in the family-vault, at Tit- 
ce tleſhall, in this county. 


« This awful and afflicting duty was 
< performed by her diſconſolate huſband 
ce in perſon, aſſiſted and ſupported by Lord 
« Sherborne, the elder brother, and by 
«© Thomas Anſon, Eſq. ſon-in-law to the 
« deceaſed, together with the attendance 
« of a numerous concourſe of ſincerely 
ce ſympathizing friends and neighbours. 
All expreſſions of grief in this vale of 

te tears, when controuled by ſubmiſſion to 
e the will of Heaven, form the juſt tribute 
ce of approbation to departed virtue. The 
« recognition of the ſublime virtues of 
ce the deceaſed, could not fail to draw 
& (as it did draw) copious and ſympathiz- 
« ing-tears of devotion and grief from all 
e the aſſiſting congregation of friends; 
« ſuch virtues being moſt worthy of theig 
4 praiſe, and of their imitation.” | 

Moſt 


1 
Mocſt certainly I ſhould not obtrude 
any ſuperfluous remark of my own after 
the above conciſe and pathetic eulogium, 
had II not, ſince the ceremony, ſeen ſome 
moſt reſpectable parties, who have aſ- 
{ured and convinced me that ſuch eulogium 
has never been, in any high inſtance, of 
a more merited claim, or. a more exalted - 
feminine and matronly pretenſion. One 
very intelligent and amiable ſpectator of 
this | intereſting exhibition of devotional 
affection to the memory of loſt excellence, 
aſſured us that the ſcene was of the moſt aws 
ful, and, at the ſame time, moſt faſcinating 
deſcription : he, whoſe deprivation was the 
greateſt, was ſcarcely ſuffered to be tlie leader 
in the cordial teſtimony ot funeral reſpect: 
all hearts, and all eyes preſent rivalled 
the eye and the heart of their amiable and 
eſteemed neighbour: the pang and the 
tear were as une xceptionably general a as 
- they were nme, genuine. 
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| ae this n vibace of revieragts 
to hallowed and departed virtue, let me 
wrelt 
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wreſt your attentior to the continuance 
of our excurſion.— It being impoſſible, 
under circumſtances. ſuch as I have re- 
lated, to pay our wiſhed- for viſit to that 
afflicted manſion of ſplendour, 7— called 
upon me for the performance of my pro- 
miſe, made in town, pledging myſelf that 
whatever pleaſures. and treats might court 
our wiſhes and attention, I would ac» 
company him to one village of this county, 
which he never mentions without thas 
animated energy which is ſo U Le to 
his zeal, and ſo honourable to his heart. 


This is the /ittle village of Coclthorpe. 
You ſee by Mr. Beatniffe's elegant little 
Manual Tour, which I ſent you, that this 
village, containing three houſes only and 
exactly, produced from each individual 
houſe its great and celebrated admiral :— 
From one - proceeded Sir Chrifopher 
Mimms; the ſecond furniſhed. Sir John 
Narborough ; and from the third arofe 
that ſplendid character, Sir C/oude/ly Shovel, 


Your 


144 5 
Your old friend T— being arrived on this 
minute ſpot of illuſtriouſly nautical- bio- 
graphy, hailed it, in his energetic way, 
with a cheer appropriately devoted to the 
venerable memories of his predeceſſor tars, . | 
This, he exclaimed, my dear old meſſmate, 
is, as you called Garrict's Temple the other 
day in coming down the Thames, Claſſic: 

Ground: and, as I know your admired, 
Shakeſpear is not more Precious in your 
eſteem than the heroes of the Britiſh Flag, 
I am fure you will join me in the true 
pleaſure 1 feel at viſiting the darling village. 
He called it the Cradle of the Sea-Gods, 
and repeated, with infinite glee, the dogrel 
rhimes of the Mayor at Torbay, who re- 
ceived Sir Cloudeſiy upon landing at Brix- 
ham, with the well-known couplet of 

4 dir Cloudeſly Shovel, thou God of the Sea, 
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t 1 - & Welcome to us and to Brixham (quay) key.“ 
1 We rode round each houſe, penetrated 
; is every lane and angle of his favourite 
145 village, diſmounted, walked, laughed, 
; 110 9 talked, remounted, renewed our viſitation 
17 and 
* Jt 8 
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and our veneration ; and when we quitted 
the magical ſcene of this rapture and re- 
verence, his farewell - look and parting 
benediction was worthy the pencil of a 
Weftall, and the admiration and the tear 
of any ſpectator. At length, a groupe 
of puerile peaſants coming in our way, 
he gave them individually a proof of his 
generoſity ; patted each of them on the 
head; bid them learn the hiſtory of Cock- 
thorpe from their parents, or the parſon, 
or any body that could inform them; and 
then, turning to me, faid, who knows but 
fome of theſe children may become Briti 92 
admirals! for he informs me that two of 
the illuſtrious Cockthorpe = Trio, were 

ynqueſtionably ſhepherd's boys. | 


I ſhould not have dwelt ſo minutely 
on this part of our excurſion, but that, 
as you know the man, and indeed poſſeſs 
no ſmall ſhare of a ſimilar enthuſiaſm 
ypon ſome points, I have been ſomewhat 
circumſtantial in my anecdote. By the 


H bye, 
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bye, what is life worth without a portion 
of this electrical fire, to animate the oc- 
currences of human exiſtence ! — A fine 
ſpark of this vivifying fire flaſhed acroſs 
the mind and the countenance of 7—, after 
ſome moments of ſerious meditation upon 
.our quitting Cockthorpe. | Breaking at 
once from his rather /ombre reveris, But,“ 
he exclaimed, * although we muſt bid 
« adieu to this precious ſpot, let us re- 
&« collect how very near to us, and almoſt 
* within our view, is the birth-place and 
« the boy-habitation of the gallant and 
« victorious Nelſon !”—The conſolation 
derived from this generous tribute to the 
living admiral, replaced compoſure on our 
brows, and ſoftened a ſenſation, which, 
4 but for that qualification, would have 
i 5 been more Permanent and more pain- 
0 ful. ö 
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We afterwards, in our way hither, ſpent 

a delectable evening at the airy and im- 
proving little bathing-place of Cromer ; 
: * 


— 


. 


_ 
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compilation gives both relie 


1 4 
for particulars about which, I refer you 
to the above-mentioned little book of our 
Norwich Bookſeller, not chuſing to make 
you read from my pen what you will 
find much better done in his print: he 
has been not a little uſeful to former 
Touriſts, even up to copied pages, But 
4 and a joy 
to compoſition, There. is, however, a 
gentleman in this county of the name 


of Bartell, who has compoſed, and not 
peculated a hiſtory of this town, "which . 


Wafer eppbderable merit. 


We returned to Yarmouth alter and 
5s there never was a more unintereſting ride, | 


I chall not fatigue you with a detail of whit, 


but for the mutual ſatisfaction in friendly 
converſation, would have been ſufficiently 


fatiguing to us in the execution. 


8 Dear Sir, pond ag 
"14; eil it yours, &c. I: 
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LETTER XI. 


1 | Yarmouth, 20th July, 1800. 
DEAR six, | 

YESTERDAY our friend 7— and 1 
were very highly gratified by dining with 
a very numerous company of the farmers 
of this neighbourhood ; having experi- 
enced the hoſ pitality of the families of 
this very hoſpitable town, we had oc- 
caſionally ſeen at ſome of them a few of 
their neighbours, who occupy Norfolk or 
Suffolk farms in this vicinity, =, 

As you know my predilection for this 
uſeful and reſpectable claſs, you will gueſs 
with what pleaſure I repaired to their 
market-day ordinary, at the good old, 
wholeſome ward - room dinner - hour 
one O clock. 

TY With 
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With appetites well · vhetted, and cheeks 

well · rouged, and as well-bronzed by the 
breezes of the North Sea ſhores, ſeated at a 
long and well-filled table, I found five. and- 
thirty of theſe ſound hearts and ſturdy props 
of Britain's ploughſhare pride and pre · emi- 
nence.— At the head was placed a figure 
of moſt attractive reſpectability, and 3 
fine ſample of that frank yeoman liberal 
deportment which characterizes the more 
ſubſtantial order of our 2 nen. 


To the athletic proportions of ack 
ſymmetry, was united the amiable contour 
of a well-featured face; he had paſſed 
the meridian of life, as the graceful ſcate 
tering of ſober · grey had ſuperſeded the 
youthful brown of his earlier age. Farmer 
Hunt (for ſo was named our venefable 
prefident at the Bear. over the bridge) is 
a man of conſiderable landed property, 
a corn-merchant, and a farmer; his repu- 
dation is as pure as his perſon is pre- 
Poſſeſſing; ; and he preſides amidſt the 

2 weekly 
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weekly groupe of his neighbours and 
brother - cultivators, aſks the toaſt with a 
regularity of attention, and circulates it 
like a ſocial friend to good. (ow and 
the bottle. F ; | . 


* The 8 was well - worthy of their 
meritorious commander; for, never have I 
ſeen a table of more plain and pleaſant 
gueſts. The converſation was more agri- 
cultural than political; and mirth and good 
Amour were the order of the Wk 


There i is a certain ſomething, 8 
fafvioating;i in beholding men of plain and 
ſolid manners retaining the poſſeſſion 
and the practice of the primeval, un- 
adorned ſimplicity, which the refinements 
of a court do not exceed, and the in- 
fluence of camps cannot alter or corrupt. 
Subſtantial plenty eromned this happy 
board, and an unaffected cheerfulneſs 
gave A W zeſt ta this weekly and 

| neighs 
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neighbourly. affociation of daa and! 
5 * 
As theſe props and ornaments of ſociety 
are a race that ** keep on the even tenor of 
their way, the aſſemblage was not ſuch 
as to furniſh me with particulars of anec- 
dote or incident for your peruſal; thete- 
fore, I ſhall only remark to you, that after 
ſome toaſts of a local tendency, and others, 
in which neighbouring gentlemen and 
the! heroes of the North Sea fleet were 
remembered, and after having Whipped 
twice for a few more bottles, theſe eſtima · 
ble characters mounted their horſes and 
tax. carts to feſume their induſtrious career 
of dſeſul employment in the paradiſe of 
their reſpective villages, and the boſom 
vo their AN families. 
Bon our return to our lodgings, 7.4 
found a letter which requires his preſence 
in Surry without delay; therefore, I ſhall 
fortlywith reſign the pleaſure of ſcribbling 
* 4 e 
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to you, which will be ſuperſeded by the 
greater pleaſure ſtil} I ſhall have in ſeeing 
you. However, as | have the evening 
before me, and I have already written the 
remainder of my ſentiments to Lord B. 
I ſhall encloſe them in this letter, that 
you may be in complete poſſeſſion of my 
way of treating that ſubject, previous to 
our farther conſidering it under your roof 
and over your veteran port. 


Ass you will naturally imagine I cannot 

have been ſo many days in the neigbour- 
hood of the illuſtrious ſcene of Duncan's 
glory, without indulging my uſual enthu- 
fiaſm upon the old theme of our naval 
fuccefles ; and as you ever liſten with & 
partial ear to the feeble chantings of my 
humble muſe, I ſhall tranſcribe a few 
ſtanzas written over a tete d ite glaſs of 
punch at T—'s defire, and for his amuſe- 
ment. The ſubject which ever animates him, 
no leſs arreſts your frequent attention and 


; eling ; therefore (friendſhip and your 
wonted 
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wonted partiality out of the queſtion) it 
would be ſuperfluous to offer apologies, 
or ſolicit mercy for a moderate compo- 
ſition, the very names contained in which 
will compenſate for its numerous and 
obvious demerits, 
1 
YARMOUTH'S GLORY! T! 


A SONG, 


I, 
" GaLLanr tars of high renown, 
You who ſerv'd and fav'd your King, 
Great news, great news from ine = 
Liften to the tale I ſing. 


.— 
'Twas when the north-weſt briſkly blew, - 
And the Northern Main ran e 
Trollone's ſignal gaily flew, * * bad 
De Winter and his fleet are nigh. T 


111. 
Quickly to the maſt- head bend 1 
The chacing-ſignal, Duncan cry dj; 
Britain's thunder ſoon we'll ſend 4 
To humble yonder Dutchman's pride. 
H 5 Looſe 
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IV. 


, Looſe: ev'ry fail, fill ev'ry heart 


And ev'ry nerve for vict'ry brace 


Our light'ning at the foe we dart: 


Away, my hearts, the gen'ral clas? 


V. 


Batavia's ſons in black array, 
Sternly their gallant foes await ; 
De Winter proudly fights the day ; 
© ?Tis flaſh for flaſh, and fate for fate. 


VE 
Reſponſive thunder rends the ſky, 
Old Ocean reddens in his flood; 
Alternate heroes bleed and die, 


*Tis ball for ball, and blood. for blood! 


VII. 

Now many a Farmer, Fawkner, Hud, 

Intomb'd in briny honour, ſteep ; 

And many a Burgeſs brave and good, 
The pride and treaſure. of the deep? 


| VIII. 
By our Drake's immortal name; 
By our. Ragel's honour'd ſhade; 
By our Hawkt's more recent fame 4 
By the tribute Gardener. paid ! 


es. 
135 
IX. 
By Lockart, and his Tartar crew; 
By our Haurell'd Rodney's'brow ; 


By the praiſe to Jervis due; 
Buy Hood, by Hotham, and by Howe 5 


X. 


Oh, father Neptune, as thy ear 
Glides along o'er tribute waves, 


Honour the heroes of thy war, | 
Souls that never would be ſlaves ! 


Xr. 


Such were the tars we ſhew'd'of yore, R 


The ſame the tars that now we boaſt, 
Who flogg'd the Spaniard o'er and o'er, 
And chac'd Monſieur from coaſt to coaſt. 


XII. 


How our very boys have fought, TY k 


Tell it, Fame, from ſhore to ſhore; 
To laurels that our Berrys brought ; | 
Our Cooks and Coplans crown the ſtore, 


XIII. 


Nelſen bows the brilliant band. 
Norfolk's boaſt and Egypt's tar; 


= Neptune and Nelſen guard the land, 
And Britiſh hearts aſſert the war! 
| H 6 


„ 


X1V 

Deep in ſome degen'rate breaſts 

Had rude rebellion ſtruck its root; 

But Britain till in freedom reſts, 
Freedom's of loyalty the fruit. | 


xv. | 

For many a cifcling year we'll ſing 
The ehequer'd chances of this war, 

In triumph toaſt our patriot King, 
Our King! and ev'ry truſty tar! 


XV. 
This tribute trophy of a ſong, 
A Triton hand and truſty heart 
Gives to the gallant naval thrang, 
Of which he forms the humbleſt part. 


XV IF. 
Now to Duncan bumpers deep, 


| And bumpers deep to Duncan's dear, 
May all our tars like laurels reap, 
Cruſh the foe, careſs the fair 


After paſſing a few days in town, I mean. | 
to enjoy a little autumn-air at a diſtance 
from the capital. During that freth trip, 
1 will reſume my erratic chit- chat - com- 

| 4 municationg 
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munications of any little occurrences 
that may contribute to amuſe your amiable 
family circle; and now I ſhall give you 
the reſidue of my addrels to Lord B. 


LETTER XII. 


ro LORD BA 


MY LORD, 


ALL that has been hits ae 
former letters was conduciye to prove that 
religious obſervances, io be popular, muſt 
be pleaſing : in the Engliſh church there 
is full and fafe latitude for rendering them 
of this attractive deſcription. 


To throw open the ſhops, to throng. 
the markets, to illuminate and crowd the 


theatres, to advertiſe balls, to aſſemble - 
at horſe · races and. cock-fights, to drive 
herds 
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herds of beaſts to and from Smithfield, 
and a hundred other operations inadmiſ- 
fible on a Sunday, are not here contended 
for, but, on the contrary, are as cordially 
reprobated as they could be by the 
gloomieſt brow that ever ſcowled on the 
pleaſures and paſtimes of innocent and 
laborious man: indeed, not only common 
decency, but common ſenſe and common 
policy diſcountenance all ſuch Gallic and 
decadizing immorality and indiſcrimina- 
tion; becauſe, by ſuch departure from 
rational regulation, our tradeſmen, market- 
men, comedians, muſicians, jockies, feed- 
ers, drivers and drovers, and many other 
cafts of our people, would have no day 
of reſt; and thus the very: relaxation, 
reparation, and reanimation of human 
ſtrength and nervous capability, here 
zealouſly inſiſted upon, would be radi- 

cally obſtructed, not efficiently promoted. 


That our churches ſhould be numer- 
ouſly, regularly, and ſpontaneouſly at- 
| tended ; 
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tended . that the people en maſſe ſhould! 
unanimouſly repair to the temple; of our 
God; that all ranks ſhould have com- 
fortable ingreſs and unexceptionable ac- 
commodation; that no ugly and nauſe- 
ous mementos of putreſcent carcaſes, within 
the reach of a dog's noſe or the ſnout of. 
a hog, ſhould” drive from the hallowed 
precincts of ſanctity the devout worſhip- 
pers of Providence that the approving 
ſmile of the legiſlature, and the coun- 
tenancing approbation of the magiſtrates 
ſhould warrant, not check, the ſpirit of, 
rational recreation; that groupes of 
cleanly and cheerful religioniſts ſhould 
be conſidered, as they really are, the beſt 
proofs of the power and prevalence of 
devotion, and the proudeſt ornaments of 
a country of virtue, is what all reaſon, 
impels us to ſuggeſt, and what all we 
__ cries aloud to demand. 


On that bath Fg my Lord, which, 
* our Gracious Sovereign at the 
| head 


head of his volunteer thouſands,—on that 
propitious morning, there were in that 
loyal line the moſt conſcientious fre- 


quenters of places of public worſhip, men 


who neither fail to ſerve the Deity in his 
boly temple, nor would heſitate one 
moment to defend the King of our law 
and our faith in the field of battle; but, I 
muſt beg leave to queſtion whether you 


could have muſtered the amount of. a 


captain's guard, who would refrain from 
reading a Sunday newſpaper, cither before 
or after his devotions: nay, I know many 
of them who would, as I myſelf ſhould 
glory to read at the altar, and intermix 
with the orifons of my foul, 4 Gazette 
richly fraught with the fublime and hea- 
venly truths of a Howe, a Hood, a Hotham, 
a Jervis, a Duncan, or a Nelſon. 


Away then with this puritanical plauſt= 
bility ! Religion bluſhes at it; Reaſon 


derides and diſowns it! It is the monaſtic 
invention of dark and diſmal policy it 


is 


61 


is contemptible and Cronrwellian — farcical 
and fanatical —jeſumical and jacobinical— 
a jeſt, eue A "Oe — and 
a jok + tlc 


The Religion of our fathers and the 
King of our affections, live in the hearts of 
Britons of the preſent day. King George 
at the head of his fleet, King George 
at the head of his volunteers, is ſeated 
on the throne of Albion more firmly for 
thoſe ſhocks which have overthrown ſome 
empires, and made others totter. The 
ſword of this country is drawn in the name 
of Religion and Law :—that ſword and 
that country will do more than ſecure 
itſelf; her friendſhip is ſafety, her al- 
hance is ſalvation, her : honour is tranſpa- 
rent as ether, and nn ne 
N the world. 


Were 1 TY a pattern e Ry 
the laudable and unexampled exhibition 
of divine worſhip, it ſhould be the quarter 

; ; deck 


162 
deck of a fhip of war : a ſublimer ſcent 


is nowhere witneſſed on ſhore, even in the 
| cathedral celebration of church - ſervice, 
than a it rate diſplays when in com- 
miſhon and fully manned. The officers of 
the navy have great pride, and no leſs 
honour, in their ſolemn and profourd 
veneration of the Sabbath. Had yoult 
Lordſhip been preſent at that ſolemnity 
as often as the writer of this lettef has, it. 
would ſoften down to your utmoſt ſatiſ- 
fact ion all apprehenſions for any ſuppoſecb 
alienation of religious ceremonies. Cer- 
tainly, with all my predilection for my 

gallant ſhipmates, I will unzeſervedly ado 
mit, that no men are more prompt to 
licentiouſneſs than the' inferior orders of: 
our ſeamen: unreſtrained: in their indul - 
gences when in port, regardleſs of de- 
corum in moſt ſituations, their order, 
decency, and devotion on the Sabbath 
are excluſively uniform and meritorious : 
and, if cleanlineſs is deſervedly charac- 
terized as a cardinal virtue, it has, on board 
| of 
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of a crowded, ſhip, a pre-eminent and 
peculiar excellence: it becomes there, a 
religious virtue, and is a prime and pre- 
Aliminary duty, and a fine; gud) non charac- 
teriftic of the Marine Sabbath: the word. 
is then paſſed for general cleanlineſs: 
an hundreds of hardy and gallant 
defenders of their country, thus aſſembled 
in aſſociated- prayer, with their officers, 
who accompany them in their deyotions 
as they lead them to glory, offer to the 
ſpectatorx a truly grand and intereſting 
ſpectacle. It was the good fortune of the 
magnificent ſhip, in which I; have ſpent 
ſome years of this unprecedented war, 
to have on board a regimental band of 
muſic ; and nothing that 1 have ſeen in 
eathedrals on ſhore, in any country, bears 
any proportion of ſublimity to chat ceres 
monial, at once martial and religious, 
The renowned names ſo dear to every 
Britiſh heart, which I have before declared, 
I;. would pronounce with rapture at the 
; _ have, all of them, given tbe moſk 


animated 
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animated proofs of a pure and exalted 
ſenſe of religion: the God of battles is 
the firſt object of a ſeaman's veneration 
in the Britiſh ſervice; he fights in the 
name of Heaven and of his country. How 
the inſpiration operates, aſk the French, 
the Spaniards, and the Dutch. | 


Now, my Lord, a word or two more, 
and I have done. On board our ſhip, 
after breakfaſt, we piped all hands for 
church ; after church we piped all hands 
to dinner; after dinner, our grog and a 
newſpaper, if we could get one. It made 
but little difference to us whether it was 
a Sunday newſpaper of not; it was pretty 
immaterial on what day it was printed; 
tet the date of it be what it would (and 
we muſt even bear the fin and the ſhame) 
ve made a Sunday paper of it, by reading 
it on that day. There was likewiſe 
another circumſtance that made us ſome- 
what indifferent to ſuch a conſideration, 
for, let its * be whatever it might, it was 

| twenty 


Pg 


165 


twenty to one, but it gave us the pleaſure 
to know that Old . bad drubbed 
the enemy. 


Thus, it ſhould ſeem that good cheer, 
{found hearts, and a periodical batch of 
politics are proper ingredients for the 
religion of the main; and, take an old 
fellow's word for it, my good Lord, they 
are no bad materials for the compoſition 
on terra firma. Let us then pray and 
be ſerious, and leave off and be gay: 
let not the eye go to Heaven without 
the heart; but, in the name of virtue. and 
morality, let the heart and the ſoul of 
man expand to warrantable enjoyment 
on every communication with his Creator. 


Never ſhall I forget the obſervation of 
a condemned felon in the cells of Newgate. 
The man was a murderer. I accompanied 
the lately deceaſed Ordinary to what is 
commonly called a Condemned Sermon. 
Two men who had murdered their wives 

| were 
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were to be executed on the following 
morning. One of them was a brute, who 
had literally cut the woman into pieces 
with a razor! he was incorrigible; and 
poor Mr. Villeue, who was admirably 
qualified for the office he filled, found it 
was poſitively cutting a block with a razor 
to endeavour at making any impreſſion 
on him The other poor wretch, not- 
withſtanding the awful horrors of his 
ſituation, had the calm collectedneſs and 
the firm ſpitit of a man: he liſtened with 
marked and penitential attention to all 
the conſolations and admonitions of his 
ſpiritual comforter went through all the 
ritual expiations of piety for guilt with 
ſolemnity and compoſure; confeſſed the 
juſtice of the law's decree, and was duly 
prepared to ſuſtain its final execution. 
At taking leave of him for the laſt time 
but one, Villette, with a friendly attention 
which I ſhall ever remember, and never 
ceaſe to reſpe&, begged of him, as he 
valued the remains of reputation and his 
_ ſoul's 


groſſeſt infidelities; and that he had 


167 

ſoubs ſerenity, not, on any account, to 
partake of liquor which the very indiſcreet 
attachment of his friends might bring to 

his cell; for, ſaid the worthy man, it will 
unſettle you; you are now well - prepared 
and compoſed, and ſtrong drink might 
undo all. The poor creature zealouſly 
promiſed ſtrict adherence to this pious 
injunction. The man had ſomething ſo 
more than ordinarily reſpectable in his 
conduct, that J could not refrain from 
Fondoling with him under his ſerious 
circumſtances. He readily informed me 
that his ſentence was juſt; that he had 
really killed the woman; but, he pro- 
teſted, as a dying ſinner, that he had ne 
ſuch intention when he began to chaſtize 
her. I meant, Sir, he ſaid; to beat her 
very ſeverely. He then proceeded to in- 
form me, that ſhe had been guilty of the 


proof of ſeven within a very ſhort ſpace 
of time. The weapon with which he began 
the fatal diſcipline was a broomſtick, 
a with 
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with which, as bis wrath overpowered His 

diſcretion, he gave her ſome blows which 

demoliſhed her. I begged to ſecond Mr. 

FVillette's requeſt; which he faithfully pros 
miſed me to comply with, and then 

added, with moſt emphatical expreſſion, 
IM Though you know, Sir, without a Bttle 

| eating and drinking, one cannot pray to God, 
WM nor do any thing elſe, | 


| - Juſt about the time your Lordſhip's. 
late bill was diſcuſſed,” as I felt a ſtrong 
propenſity to prove to my conviction, either 
the alleged depravation of the people in 
their neglect of Sabbath duties, ortoeſtabliſh 
to my ſatisfaction their due obſervance 
of them by. ocular demonſtration, I took 
a ſhort look at a great number of churches 
* between Hyde-Park Corner and White- 
| chapel Bars. The crowds I met in my 
| way to the city, and on my return, na- 
turally ſuggeſted to my mind of how much 
importance a fine and dry Sunday is to 
thouſands 
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thouſands of people who are cloſely con- 
fined all the other part of the week. A 
wet Sunday makes many a wet eye. Ex- 
clufively of the chagrin it occaſions, and 
in addition to the innumerable fair faces, 
it ſhrouds in ſorrow, it is really and fatally 
the likelieſt ſource of irreligion and im- 
morality. The bad weather not allowing 
excurſions to the adjoining villages, the 
public-houſes of the town are crowded and 
heated ; the ſexes are ſeparated : a ſerious 
and lamentable evil, as nothing contributes 
ſo much to the promotion of honourable 
connection, multiplied matrimonies, and 
the purpoſes of population, as a free inter- 
courſe between the younger males and 
females of a community, In ſuch parties 
the faſcinating charms of amiable young 
women faſten to their ſides the perſons, 
and to their hearts the affections of their 
captivated admirers, who, but for ſuch 
ſuperior attraction, would often ſink into 
the ſots holes of many a cloſe, irreſpirable 
court, amidſt the ruinous potations of 


3 aden 


— 


170 


2 ſpirits and viſeid ale, and the nauſe- 
ous fumigations of narcotic and e 
8 | 


Let it never (in the name of reaſon and 
of nature) let it never be formally urged 
that dangers of an immoral tendency will 
generally reſult from the unreſtrained 

and mixed ſociety of the younger and 

* unmarried : coinmon obſervation diſproves 
the aflertion, The orgies of a Dog and 
Duck, or a revival of Jelly Shops (a ſcene 
of turpitude ſuppreſſed before your Lord- 
ſhip came into the world) are not the 
conjunctions here alluded to: the man 
that would proſtitute his pen in-a com- 
mendation of ſuch Bacchanalian and me: 
retricious abominations, would merit the 
execration of the married and the ſingle, 
the reprobation of every being of honour 
and morality, and expulſion, eternal ex- 
pulſion, from the circles of virtue, No; 
groupes of gay girls, arm in arm with 
bands of bright blades, innocently feſtive 
and amorouſly ſocial; ſons and daughters 
of 


171 
of neighbour- parents; ſons and daughters 
too of labour and induſtry: ſuch aſſocia- 
tions is the harbinger of the next genera- 
tion; it is the happy and harmonious 
concert of Nature, faithful to her own wiſe 18 
purpoſes, uniform in all her propenſities, 
and provident for ſuture production and 
progeny. Now and then illicit connec- 
tion may be the reſult of opportunity and 
importunity; but what code of morals 
can, or ever did provide againſt minute 
tranſgreſſion ! what ſyſtem of coercion 
can ſuppreſs individual violations of mo- 
rality ! The populace of the town no 


more than the peaſantry of the provinces 


can be ſuppoſed to be immaculate to a 
unit: half-a-dozen poltroons do not at- 
tach infamy to the brave battalions of an 
army; partial any is-not general _ 
nels. 


I have nearly done, my Lord: We 
now remains for me but to declare, what 
is ſelf-evident, that I have not ſaid any. 

I 2 thing 


| 
| 
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thing in theſe Letters that can give your 
Lordſhip, or any other perſon, offence: 
if I thought I had given you one uneaſy 
ſenſation, or cauſed you one angry emo- 
tion, I would thruſt my writing and my 
pen with indignation into the fire, and 
my hand after them, were it capable of 
writing either cruelty or calumny. 


If any expreſſions I have wha have. any 
apparent levity, they have neither pro- 
ceeded from diſreſpect to the ſubject, nor 
towards your Lordſhip, particularly on 
the ſubject of burials, as the diſguſt ariſing 
in my mind from the indecencies I have 
ſo very repeatedly beheld, is not the mere 
ſenſation of the moment, but a fixed 
loathing and diſlike proceeding from full 
and repeated conviction; and I am religi- 
ouſly ſerious upon the point, when I urge 
the ſentiments of many diſcreet and pious 
men in conformation of my own idea. It 
would, no doubt, be a ſtrong meaſure, ang 

ſomewhat oppoſed in its commencement 
E and 
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and execution ; but, like the beards of the 
Muſcovites before the edict and razor 
of the immortal Peter, Britiſh prejudices 
would gradually ſubmit to be ſhaved 
down by the irreſiſtible edge of reaſon : 
the ſafeſt and ſureſt - inftrument of re- 
form. n ent 


If I were allowed to have a voice upon 
ſo important a topic, I would propoſe (as 
all effectual propoſitions are now with 
great ſucceſs managed in that way) that 
the buſineſs ſhould forthwith be entruſted 
to a committee, to be called ihe Body- 
burning Committee. As the moſt eminent 
characters of the country would readily - 
enough lend it their ſupport and counſel, 
I would ſuggeſt that your Lordſhip, 
Mr. W#*##**#*##*% and ſome other 
__ gentlemen who have turned their thoughts 
to ſuch ſubjects, be members of the ſaid 
committee. I will pledge myſelf, at the 
peril of being burned before my time, that 
there will be no neceſſity for a national 
13 ballot 
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ballot upon the occaſion : ſo obvious 
is the prudence and eligibility of the plan, 
that the members would voluntarily enroll 
themſelves for ſo ſalutary a reformation. 
As it will, however, for the due further- 


. ance of the project, be highly conſiſtent 


that the liberal and enlightened promoters 
of it ſhould ſet the example, I would 
wiſh to recommend that your Lordſhip, 
and the reſt of the committee, do fign 
an inſtrument, declaratory of your deter- 
minations, to order your bodies to be burned 
in a reaſonable time after you have done 


with them. Long, very long, may it be 


before the torch is put to your Lordſhip's 


funeral pile !—at the concluſion of an old, 
a happy, and an honoured life, may your 
flame aſcend to Heaven, the herald of 
thoſe virtues that will there take up their 
eternal abode ! 175 


As a Secretary will be neceſſary, I pre- 


ſume the honourable committee will 
nowhere find a more zealous and diſ- 


intereſted 


„ 175 
intereſted one than I am— therefore, I 
recommend myſelf :—If there is ſome: 


what too much of the fb; fecit in ſuch 
foi diſant recommendation, I beg to ſtate 
that my partiality for this amelioration of 


ſepulchral police is purely patriotic ; for, 
independently of my not caring whether 
my carcaſe be devoured by ſharks, worms, 
dogs, or hogs, I have the chance to be 
proprietor of a family-vault of no incon- 
ſiderable accommodation, where, although 


I ſhould repoſe in leſs ſumptuous ftate 


than in the Groſvenor Cemetery, yet I 
ſhould be quite * and inviolably 
ſecure. 


At all events, although it may ſeem 


ſomewhat critical to riſk the experiment, 
I ſtrongly recommend that we begin by 


ſoliciting the ladies — and this on two 
accounts: in the firſt place, Becauſe of 
their notorious candour, and their love 
for their country; and, next, Becauſe, al- 
though they make a wry face or two, and 

ſcream 
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ſcream once or twice, yet, in the end, 


we may ſafely venture to aſſure ourſelves 


that the delicacy no leſs than good ſenſe 
of the ſex, will decide in favour of ignition 
againſt diſſection. But, more eſpecially, 
nay moſt eſpecially, the liberal and learned 
ladies, who have lately and greatly obliged 
and improved the world by their political 


or; theſe fair ornaments of liberal 


ſcience, ſuperior to and untainted by any 
vulgariſms of fexual ſqueamiſhneſs, will 
promptly acquieſce in our plan; as in 
life they have been flaves to no nice 


 femalities of pitiful prejudice, ſo at their 


deaths, they would afpire to have their 
obſequies blazoned by a celebration 


| analogous to the bright flame of their 


exiſting and uſeful career: let then their 
honourable and characteriſtic pile be com- 
poſed of their animated and illuminated 
publications; and, as all reaſonable people 


muſt devoutly defire that their final 


honour may be as brilliant as poſſible, 
and the blaze of their cataſtrophe correſ- 
| pondent 


177 


pondent to the glare of their glory, it will 
be readily admitted, that the more of their 
works that are conſumed with the amiable 
proprietors, the better ! 

The mention of theſe renowned benefac- 
treſſes to ſociety and morality, naturally 
enough leads us to a circle of the fofter 
ſex, of a no leſs generousand a much more 
numerous deſcription : a department diſ- 
intereſtedly devoted to the ſolace, and, in 
ſome degree, martyred by the caprice of 
mankind, When not influenced by the 
operation of the juniper, no claſs of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects are more benevolently 
diſpoſed to the public happineſs and ac- 
commodation ; and they will, unqueſtion- 
ably have few ſcruples about our funeral 
proceſs, as people are obſerved to be leſs 
terrified at the elements of fire, who have 
been long habituated to its effects; and, 
in the caſe of the parties now under con- 
ſideration, the above mentioned juniper, 
together with other circumſtances attached 
1 0 


* 
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to their ca of life, muſt have inured 
them to contemplate conflagration with 
the ſteadieſt and moſt ſtoical ſerenity. 


* In ſhort, the benefits arifing from this 
| antipeſtilential annihilation; of mortal re- 
mains, are too notorious and too numer- 
ous to be confined to this letter, already 
exceeding epiſtolary limits, and treſpaſſ- 
ing unreſtrainedly on your Lordſhip's 
patience. The object of it has been to 
divert the attention from frivolous points 
of unimportant reform to a requiſite re- 
gulation of atrocious abuſes ; to direct 
the wiſhes for Sunday ſolenmity to the 
real cauſes that may promote that lauda- 
ble end, that the bleſſed day of rei may 


not be perverted to a day of fSuprdity an 


loom, more depreſſing to the mind, and 
more deſtructive to the health than the 
toils of the week are exhauſting to the 
| ſpirits and the body. 
* Quod caret alterna requie durabile non eſt.“ 
.So far from the writer entertaining a 


wiſh 


\ 
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with or a hope to abridge ceremonials of 
religion, he is ſincerely of opinion that 
our prayers and thankſgivings ſhould be 
diurnal rather than hebdomadal; that the 
acceſs to our places of worſhip ſhould be fre- 


quent as well as eaſy; and that man ſhould 


not proceed to the labours or enjoyments of 
the day without the preparation of morning. 
worſhip ; ſuch worſhip to be practicable, 
ſhould be brief as well as frequent; ſuch 
familiarity of daily devotion would na- 
turally have a more falutary influence 
than a thouſand compulſory, overſtrained, 
: fanatical formalities; and no country 
could exhibit a more enchanting ſpectacle 
of religious decorum than that of the 
higher orders inviting (not impelling) the 
ſubordinate claſſes to imitation, by their 
preſence and example 
I am, my Lord, 
( Sunday Newſpapers out of the queſtion) 
with the moſt ſpontaneous 
and perfect reſpect, 
your Lordſhip's obedient Servant. 


| WS * » 
Adieu, my dear friend, till 1 ſee you— 
I ſhall pop upon you in a night 'or two 
at .the club, Now, then, and n. 
my lite, 

1 am yours moſt ſincerely. 


— 


THE END, 


G. AUuLD, Printer, 
Greville-Street, London. 
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F " ERRATA. 
Page 3, line 17, for Chan read Can 
| 73, — 22, for tharm read —5— 

74, — 3, for twey read twas 


89, — 14, fo ſurveying read ſurviving — 
106, — 12, for triumphal read triumphant 


— 19, for afternoon read forenoon 5 
129, — laſt, for drinks read drink | 
133, — 7, for whether read whither _ 
135, — 5, for you read yours | _ 
137, — 4, for royal read loyal A 


N 171,, — 2, for aſſociations read aſſociation 
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In the Press, 
| ADRIAN AND THECLA; 


OR, 
EDS IN ADVERSITY: © 
Pathetic Tales, A 
FOUNDED ON FACTS, | 


Two Volumes. 
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